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two new bores, and on the hottest day those
bores were not exhausted.

Hon, A. J, H. Baw: You cannot get water
in North Perth on a hot day.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: That shows that the
department is not capable of mapnaging the
business. After all these years in a ecity like
Perth it does seem extraordinary that it is

noi possible to get water in 8 near aorthern

suburb. There is plenty of water and it is
running to waste. It can be pumped into the
main for under 2d. and the people can pay
1s. for it. But the department is not equal
to the oceasion. It is said that fhere is a
loss of £7,200, Money has been horrowed
for water supply and sewerage, and under
theé practice of the Government, when loan
money is borrowed, there is no recoup of that
loan money. Let us take the water supply.
Money i3 borrowed to purchase goods and
those goods are sold and not vsed in the work.
The money thus derived iz not placed to the
eredit of the particular loan, but it goes into
what is termed in the Estimates as ‘“Sale of
Government Property Trust Account. Hon.
members will find these particulars on page 119
of the Estimates. In 1921 there was to the
credit of the sewerage of Perth and Fre-
mantle £233,423. An amount of £17,717 was
added to it in 1922. T sappose for some rTe-
payment, T do not know what. The total
account now stands at £251,140. I suggest
that that money, being loan money, was
borrowed for a apecific purpose. Goods were
sold or there were recoups and immediately
they were eredited to this fund ard not to
the loan. But they should be deducted from
the loan standing against the department. In
that way intereat and sinking fund should be
less and there would not bea loss. So farasI
have been able to search the departmental files,
there is not even am allowance for interest
on this £251,000 to the Water Supply De-
partment. The interest on that money alone
would be more than sufficient to pay the
department ’s deficit. T do not want to labour
the question any further. T think I have
shown the Housc clearly “that with eecomomy
and eare there would not be any deficit at all.
On the other hand, if we cheapen the price of
water, the natural law will prevail, and we
will sell more water. Therefore, anything we
can get over the 2. will be profit, and will
tend to make the scheme payable instead of
a loging proposition which it is now, I am
not representing a suburban provinee, hut
those members who are know well that
during this summer and others many parts
of Perth have been without water. Teople
have had to go around with eans to those
possessing windmills to get wateF with which
to make tea. We know, too, that elothes have
heen spoilt through the discolouration in the
water and that many have lost thousands of
gallons through having had to let their taps
run in order to try to clear the water so that
they might be able to use it, For that waste
they have had to pnv exeuss at the rate or
Is, 3d. a thousand gallons. The least we can
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Ao for those people is tu reduce the price of
water to 1s. per thousand gallons, the fgure
which existed a couple of years ago, when
there wae less cynsumption, when tha rates
were lower and when the assessments were
also 20 per eent, below what they are to-day.

Question, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes ‘e .. . .. B8
Noes .. .. .- .. 4
Majority for 4
AYES.
Hon, H. Boan ‘Hon. J. Milla
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. J. Holtnes Hon. A, J. H. 8aw
Fon., A. Lovekin {Teller)
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Nozs.
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, A. Burvill
Hon, J. W, Klrwan (Teller.)
Hon. E. Rosge

Question, as amended, thus passed.

House adjourned at 3.17 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 10th January, 1983.
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The SPEAKER took ihe Chair at
1-m. and read prayers.

2.30

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS,
Excursion Fares.

Mr, MONEY asked the Minister for Rail
ways: 1, Whether he is aware that a differ
cuce of one-third in favour of excursion
tickets to Albany was wade io comparison
fo excursions to Bunbury and Busselton as
per handbill No, 147 2, Why was this
difference made !
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Excursion fares are fixed
aceording to distance, the basis heing—up
to 250 miles single fare, plus two-thirds;
over 250 miles single fare, plus one-third.

Seagsun Tickets, Drposits.

Mr. MeCALLUM asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the Railway
Department forfeited the 1s. deposit held
by them against all periodical ticket hold-
ers whose tickets expired at the end of the
vear and were not handed in until afier the
holidaye? 2, In view of the faet that the
date of expiry was a holiday will he agree
to make a refund to all who applied for a
renewal after the holidays were over?

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The regulations provide for
deposit being refunded if ticket is handed
i within seven days of expiry; also for the
waiver of this condition if sickness or
absence prevents the holder from returning
ticket within the preseribed period. So far
as can be aseertained the regulations have
heen observed by the department.

SELECT COMMITTEE—SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

On motion by Mr, Wilson, the time for
bringing up the committee’s report was ex-
tended till Wednesday, the 24th instant.

BILL—EOJONUFP AGRICULTURAL AND
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY’S LAND.

Read a third time and trapsmitted to the
Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day ;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Railways, Tramways amd
Electrieity Supply (Hon. J. Seaddan, Min-
ister).

Vote—Railways, Tramways and Electri-
city Supply, £2,532,000:

Mr,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [2.36]: The
running of our railways is more or less
linked up with the developmental policy of
the State. Therefore, it is as well that we
should get out of our minds the illusion
that the success of the railways is expressed
in pounds, shillings and pence, for the value
of the concessions granted from time to
time immediately affects the revenue of the
department. Tt is encouraging to note that,
apparently, a good deal of economy has been
exercised in the management of our rail-
ways during the last vear or two. Whether
that is in any way attributable to the
recommendations made by Mr. Stead, the
Royal Commissioner, it is not possible for
me to say: but under the peculiar circum-
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stances of the period sinee the war and
during the time the present Commissioner
of Railways has been in contrel, I think
Colonel Pope has done very well indeed. It
is easy to say that our rvailways should pay.
But we bave a big, undeveloped country,
aml until we have greater produetion from
cur lands and the opening up of many of
our resources, we cannot hope for the rail-
way revenune which some day will he ours.
For ycars past goldfields members have
stressed a desire for rclief in respect of
railway freight over long distances. In days
gone by, when the geld mining industry was
flourishing, it was possible to exaet eharges
out nf all proportion to the services reod-
cred by the railways; buat if the Qovern-
ment desire to further exploit the mineral
resources of the State, no scunder policy
could bg initiated than that of utilising the
railways te that end. Opposition members
are certainly dissatisfied with the existing
railway charges, and I hope the Minister,
who T know is quite earnest im his desire
to lessen the hurden on the mining industry,
will be able to reverse the policy of the
past. Whether we can with advantage
initiate the zone system, I am not com-
petent to say, but T know that our railways
should be utilised to a much greater extent
than they are in the opening up of our
mineral wealth. T hope the Alinister will
not further ignore the insistent demands of
meimbers on this side for a reduction in long
distance railway freights and fares with a
view fo affording relief to the goldmining
industry. T am not convinved that but little
good has been derived from the appoint-
ment of Mr., Stead as Royal Commissioner
to inquire into the working of the railways.
It would seem that virtually all which he
has recommended has to an extent been
known to the Railway Department for some
time past. T believe that, generally apeak-
ing, our ratlway officers are a reasonably
competent set of men. The question
whether any great amount of good has re-
sulted from the appointment of My, Stead
leaves most hon, members porplexed, fnr
we  ecannot  determine whether the Royal
Commissioner or the Commissioner of Rail-
ways is right tn his contentions. Tt would
have been as well if we had had from the
Minister some conercte statcment as to the
intentions of the Government.

The Minister for Mines: T gave it. I
dealt with every item in the Royal Com-
missioner’s report. If vou did not eare to
sit here and listen, T could not help it.

Mr. LAMBERT: In point of fact I iid
not hear the Minister’s speech, nor have T
read it.

The Colonial Secretary: Perhaps you are
not fond of literature.

Mr. LAMBERT : Not of the class of
literature which the Colonial Secretary
deals in. T have heard that termed quite
ancther name. The Government are desirous
of peopling the unpopulated portions of the
State. Tn contradistinetion to the opinion
held by many people, [ believe that the sue-
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cess of our railways can never be truly ex-
pressed in pounds, shillings, and pence. It
can be beiter judged by the facilities af-
forded for the opening up and utilisation of
the big natural resources of the Btate. Pro-
vided the railways perform this function well,
I do not think members will cavil at the bal-
ance sheet showing a loss.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: Probably it would
belp the country.

Mr, LAMBERT: Yes. Recently a Royal
Commission inquired into the need for tram-
way extensions in the metropolitan area.
‘While listening to the evidence tendered and
bearing in mind the type of economy urged
by a certain political seetion of centreing all
expenditure in the country districts, I became
convinced that no good purpose would be
served until the management of the tramways
was removed from central eontrol,

Hou. W, C. Angwin:
given the question mueh consideration.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 am not debating that
matter nt present. I give all credit to the
hon. member for his intense application to
this question, but one need not apologise for
having arrived at a conclugion contrary to
his. A board similar to the Fremantle Tram-
way Board, of which the hon. member is a
member, would serve a better purpose than
does Government control. I inake this state-
ment out of no desire to depreciate the pre-
vent manmagement. Certain portions of the
metropolitan area are in need of tramway
facilities and should be provided with those
facilities, but until the system is placed under
an independent board, cognisant of the in-
terests and needs of the respective districts,
we eannot cxpect success to be achieved or the
extensions needed to be provided. I hope con-
sideration will be given to this matter. I wish
particularly to urge that relief be given to the
goldfields in the matter of railway freights,
80 that the outhack portions of the State may
be developed. If such a policy were formu-
lated the gold mining, pastoral, agrieultural
and subsidiary industries would be greatly
benefited. The eleetricity supply is not alto-
gether satisfactory. The agreements made by
certain loeal authorities should be reviewad
in order to ascertain whether the eharges be-
ing exacted, particularly by Perth, Fremantle,
and Cottesloe districts, for the retailing ot
current are hampering our industrics, as has
been elaimed. Three or four days ago the
manager of the rope works at North Fre-
mantle told me it was necessary to get current
from the Cottealoe council, The current is
first retailed to the Fremantle Tramway
Board, then to the Cottesloe counecil and then
to the consumer. It is regrettable that an
impost should be placed upon an industry as
a result of smeh circumlocution.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: He is getting his cur-
rent much cheaper thar you are.

Mr, LAMBERT: The question is whether
he i3 petting it at sueh a price as is ealen-
Jated to asaist one of our secondary industries.
T had an opportunity to accompany the Bin-
ister on an ingpection of the new unit in-
stalled in the pgenerating station at East

Then you have not -
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Perth and it was certainly a eredit to the
manager, Mr. Taylor. The ¢nergy and en-
thusiasm dieplayed by the manager augurs
well for the success of the scheme. I again
urge the Minister to inquire whether the Com-
missioner of Railways capnot alter the pre-
sent policy of railway charges, which places
the onter districts and particularly the gold-
field at such a disedvantage.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX (North-East Fre-
mantle) [2.535]: I did not intend to speah
on these Estimates until I saw to-day the
pictures dealing with the electrification of the
railways in Vietoria. Members are aware
that when the eleetric supply waa taken over
by the Government, it was intended to clec-
trify the railways. This would be one of the
best propositions we could undertake in the
interests of the finances of the State. 1 do
not say that we should embark upon such
an elaborate system as Victoria has adopted.
This Statec cannot afford it, but we should
adopt a system somewhat gimilar to that now
being operated in the streets of Perth, using
the new cars just brought inte running b
the manager of the tramways and coupling
two or more of them together. By these
means a faster and cheaper service could be
provided between Perth and the port and
Perth and Midland Junetion. TFares could be
charged on the ears so used just as they are
charged on the trams in Perth. Using the
present railway tracks, I gather that the ap-
proximate cost of adapting them for the run-
ning of electric cars would amount to enly
about £1,500 per mile. T did not obtain that
figure from the manager of the tramways. 1
made inquiries elsewhere and am assured that
that would be the approximate cost of run-
ning clectric cars along the railway.

The Minister for Mines: We could pro-
vide for Fremantle to Northam for less,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the compara-
tively small cost I have mentioned is corvect,
it should pay well to handle the passenger
trafic to the metropolitan area by electrie
cars, Very little complaint can bhe levelled
against the working of the tramway system.
Unfortunately, our people always seem to be
in a hurry, If one car is full, they are al-
ways in too mueli of a hurry to wait for an-
other. In parts where we have only a single
line, if there are two ears, passengers invari-
ably overerowd the first car and leave the
second car practieally empty, instead of as-
gisting the officers of the department to work
the svstem in a manmner which would eater
for the comfort of all.

Mr, Marshall: Would some of them be
satisfied if a ear were provided for each in-
dividual?

Hon. W. C, ANGWIXN: It is impossible to
satisfy evervone, but in nine cases out of ten
complaints ought to be directed against the
users of the cars and not against the manage-
ment, During last year no fewer than 20
new ears were put on the running in Perth,
These cars cost about £4.500 apiece. Mem-
bers will realise therefore that to provide a
Jarge vumber of additional ears at present,

-
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even though prices are coming down, would
cost a considerable sum, and increase the
rapitalisation of the system to such an extent
that there would not be an opportunity to
reduce the existing fares to the pre-war level,
which I am sure the Government and the
publie alike desire in the mear future. It is
necessary under the prevailing conditions that
the scheme as a whole should be comsidered.
The member for Coolgardie said we could
not have a satisfactory system in Perth unless
it was placed under a board. I do nol agree
with him. The Fremantle system has been
rointed te zs one that eould be followedl.
The jealousy that exists hetwcen some of the
districts in Fremantle is sometimes almost
vubearnble, and the same thing would apply
to a greater extent in the case of Perth. The
public would not get a better serviee if it
were run by a board than it wounld under the
present system. The system is being man-
aged by the Government under the control of
ene man, the manager. We get better reselts
under that system than we would get under
# board of control. The local authorities have
not understood the position they would be in
if the trams were placed in their hands. They
would have to provide certain statutory pay-
ments which the Government are not called
upon to make. The terms connected with
the raising of loans by local authorities are
different from those which apply to Govern-
ment leans. The Government can raise money
for a longer period than can a local anthority,
and have no oecasion to provide the same
amount of sinking fund. In Perth last year
on a capital expenditure of £779,080 there
was a surplus, after paying working expenses
and interest, of £15,047, made up of relaying
of tracks £11212 and surplus profits of
£3,835. In the case of Fremantle the capital
wasg £171,000, but the local authority was com-
jelled Ly statute to provide no less than
£13,734 to meet the statutory obligations.
This was made up of sinking fund or loan
redemption £4,108, and depreciation £8,645.
This shows the difficulty loeal authorities
would be placed in should the tramways be
huynded over to their control. Loecal authori-
ties can rarely secure a loan over a perind
of 26 or 30 years, as the Government ean.
They should also make provision for a sinking
fund to meet the loans at the time of maturity,
That is not always necessary in the case of
the Government, which may provide a sinking
tund of & half to 1 per cent. as against sink-
ing funds provided by the loeal authorities of
from 2 to 4 per cent, The member for Cool-
gardie referred to the necessity for tramway
cxtengions. Those who raise their voices
against tramway extensicns in the metropoli-
tan nrea do so without giving the matter the
consideration it deserves, The people we have
here must be provided for. So long as there
i= no cost to the country, and the concern
i« paying its own interest and other charges,
and there is no debit against the Treasury, it
is not right, fair or just that the people in
the metropolitan area should be denied the
necegsary tramway facilities in oeder that the
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money may be expended in some other diree-
tion. There are several thickly populated
centres and others that are likely to be
opencd up for settlement within the metro-
pelitan arca that are at present denied trans-
port faeilities. They must have means of
communication, and the chenpest way of giv-
ing it to them is by means of a tramway
service, the cost of which will be borne en-
tirely by them., Why should any objection be
raised to such a schemet .

The Minister for Works: Why shonld not
the Claremont scheme go on? It will pay as
well as the Como extensiont

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am taking the
metropolitan area as a whole. We know that
the Premicr cannot at all times get money
for altl parts of the Btate.

Lieut,-Colonel Denton: What are you going
to de nbout water supplies for the countryt

Hoa. W. C. ANGWIN: So long as the peo-
ple concerned are prepared to pay, why should
they uot have their supplies¥ There i3 mo
reason however, why members should oppose
tramway extensions in the metropolitan area
so long as the general taxpayers are not called
upon to foot the bill

Licut-Colonel Denton: I am not opposing
your scheme but putting forward the claims
of the country people.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I am not opposed
to water supplies being given to any country
centre whero they are required.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: Water supplies are
badly needed in the country.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No one could have
done more for the country in that respect
than did the Labour Party.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: We hear s0 much
about the metropolitan water supply, but no-
thing about the country supply.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Members should
see that transport facilities are given to
people in the metropolitan area so long aa
they arc willing to meet the liabilities in-
curred, T trost members will not unreasen-
ably opposc extensions along these lines,
They will not make any difference to the
country arcus. The man who lives in the
in¢tropolitan area, and represents a metro-
politan district, if le¢ opposes the just re.
quirements of the country districts, and thus
prevents their development, will not be serv-
ing his electorate but be acting detrimentally
to the intervests of thosc he represcats. [
ask country members to see that justice is
meted out to the metropolitan area. The
member for Coolgurdie, and some members in
another place, appear to think that the agree-
ments which have heen cntered into by Perth
and Fremantle for electricity supply should
not be renewed. From experience 1 ¢an speak
of Fremantle. Our contract with the Goveru-
ment is for 23 years at .85d. per unit, We
are supplying current at from 3d. to .0d. per
unit according to the quantity taken. Ref-
erence has heen made to the rope works at
Cottesloe, For up to 500 units theso works
are paying 1.64., between 500 and 1,500 units
1.5d., between 1,250 and 3,500 units 1.35d.,
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between 3,500 and 9,000 units 1,23d., belween
9,000 and 22,000 1.174., between 22,000 and
50,000, 1.12d., and for 30,000 units and over
1.094. 'These are the prices after the current
has passed through the Cottesloe mains.

Mr, J. Thomson: It is the poorest light
of any in the metropolitan area.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The power supplied
for the lighting is not poer. It is the fault
of the insulation.

The Minister for Mines:
wire that is at fault,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The power is the
same as we get in this Chamber. The one
ohjert of Fremantle has been to keep the
prite low in order to encourage the establish-
ment of industries, True, the charge for
lighting is 5d. per unit, but for power it has
been made as low as possible.

The Minister for Mines: And the cost of
supplying ix cheaper becuuse vou carry a
greater quantity of current over one wire,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T know it has heen
said by ecertain people that we have heen mak-
ing large profits ont of the muhnicipalities.
That is not the ease. But they fail to realise
that we had to put in plant to supply them
before they had the Government power. They
should pay their share of the scrapping of
the plant which was put in. Claremont had
to scrap its plant, and the Claremont rate-
payers had to Dear the cost of that. But
neither Cottesloe nor Fremantle nor the road
board had plant.  Therefore the plant re-
quired to supply them eould be put in at &
cheaper rate than they could gencrate for
themselves. As regards our railways, the
time has arrived when the Minister should
look very carefully into the question of rates
to the goldfields. T am informed that the
Commonwealth, with their usual fairness to
Western Australin——

Hon. M, F. Troy: Whose usual fairness?

wr. Willeock: TIs that sarcasm?®

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T am informed that
the Commonwealth have again begun to enrry
goods at a very low rate from Adelaide to
our goldfields, which is detrimental to the
traders of this State,

The Minister for Mines: We also could
fix very low ratea if we had the Common-
wealth seeret of wiping out capital cost.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: But we have to
bear our share of the losses on the Trans-
continental tine. °

Mr, Daviea: Were not thoese low rates
fixed by the Commonwealth at the request of
Kalgoorlie residents?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: T do not know,
Ti' the Commonwealth want to enter into un-
fair and unjust competition with the State
Government, then the State Government will
bave my support in doing likewize. Tf the
Commonwealth cut, let us cut. This state of
affairs hng arisen becanse we have in the
city of Perth numerous agents representing
Eastern States firms, and these agents can

It is your own

nass  their  orders direet over tn  the
Eastern States. They do not eare for
Western  Anstralia, They are the very
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o) le who advecate the closing down of our
State trading concerns. Their object is to
get the trade to Adelaide. Our aim should
be to keep the trade in Western Australia,
Thercfore, if the Commonwealth cut, let us
cut. Let us give the traders established in
Wesfern Australia an opportunity of doing
the trade of Western Australia. 1 hope the
Minister will look into this matter. Let me
give an instance. Not long ago a firm
sturted to supply a certain article here, and
they supplied it in most places in the metro-
politan area. But their competitors on the
other side, through their agents here, were
induced to get to work on the Commonwealth,
with the result that rates on the Transcon-
tinental Railway were reduced to such an
cxteut that the Western Austrzlian firm ean-
not supply on the goldfields at all. Althengh
the firm in question spent thousands of pounds
in establishing the manufactere of thoe article
here, their trade on the Western Australian
goldfields is gone. That is not fair to the
Rtate, and it is not fair to us, who bave to
hear our share of the loss on the Tramscon-
tinental line. I go so far as to say that if
the Commonwealth ¢ut we must cut, and that
if the Commonyealth earry for nothing we
nlso will earry for nothing. 71 trust the Min-
ister will give this matfer his “attention, so
that eur people may have fair railway rates.

Mr. MANXN (Perth) [3.21]: The eriticism
which has been levelled at the Commiksioner
of Railways by the Royal Commiesioner, and
the reply of the Commissioner of Railways,
are so voluminovs thai one cannot deal with
them as exhaustively as one would Jike. 1In
my opinjon, the Royal Commissioner dealt
in harsh terms with the matters upon which
he had to report regarding the administration
of the Railway Departiment. The language
of his report wss such as to suggest more
or less a feeling of vindictiveness. I do not
suggest that the Royal Commissioner was not
anxious and eager to serve this country and
to remedy defects in railway administration.
hut I comsider that his report might, in the
intercsts of the State and of the Railway
Department, and of the Royal Commissioner
himself, have been couched in other terms.
I consider that the Commissioner of Railways
has done very well. Since taking office he
has had innumerable difficnlties to overcome,
and he has overcome them very well.

Hon, P. Collicr: Many of them he has
overcome only with the aid of the ndvice
given hy the Roval Commigsioner.

Mr. MANN: That ia to his eredit.

Hon. P. Collier: Try to be fair.

Mr. MANN: T 4o not wirh to he untair.

Hon, P. Collier: The Royal Commissioner’s
report has already saved stores of thousands
of pounds to the State, on the Government’s
own admission,

Mr. MANN: 8til. it might havs heen
couched in different language.

Hon. P. Collier: Poseibly, hut there is
merit in Pavine saved the country tenr of
thousands of pounds.
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Mr. MANN: Hipee taking office the Cowm-
misgioner of Railways las had to mect in-
creases in the price of coal and in wages,
aud also decreasing tonnage and decreasing
revenue. Notwithstandimg al) those things,
he has been expected to make the railway
gystem pay.

. Mr. Willcock: The decrease in
followed on increased rates,

Mr. MANN: That may be so in a few
instances.

Hon. P. Coilier: The Comnissioner of
Railways has not been asked to wake the
railways pay, but to stop the drift—a dQif-
forent thing altogether.

Mr. MANN: T shall deal dircetly with
the point raised by the Leader of the Op-

position.

Hon. P. Collict: But yonu are making a
defence before there is any attack.

Mr, MANN: The psition is that the Com-
missioner of Railways has been pressed by
the Governnmient to make the railways pay as
nearly as possible,

Hon. P. Collier: To show an improvement.

Mr. MANN: I am not altogether in agrec-
ment with some of the methods adopted by
the Commissioner of Railways. I refer mow
to the eartage of goods from Fremantle to
Perth. When the Minister was infroducing
these Estimates, [ quedtioned, by interjec-
" tion, the policy which permitted motor owners
to get a large share of the trame In goods
between Fremantle and Perth. The Min-
ister, in reply, said that the Railway Depart
ment had to conaider the cost of carriage,
and that the cost by motor was cheaper than
the railing cost.

Mr. Willcock: No. There are two or three
handlings saved by the motor.

Mr. MAXNN: There is not so inuch in that
as appears at first sight. When goods come
up by rail from Fremantle, the truecks are
run right alongside the boat, and the goods
are taken out of the hoat gnd put straight
into the trucks. When the gooda come up

by motor, they are taken out of the hold of
the ship and landed and wheeled into the
shed, and then the motor has to be hacked
into the shed, where it is loaded. So there
i3 an extra handling at that end for the motor.
Certainly there is an extra handling at this
end in the ecase nf the trueks. The
railway officials have very kindlv  placed
at my disposal a file showing that while
last vear they transperted some thousands
of tons less from  Fremantle to Perth
than in  the vear lhefore, xect  their
finaneial returns from the traffie were several
thousands of pounds more than in the pre-
vious Yyear. The argument put up is
this. The railway officials are asked to make
the railway ledger halance ns nearly as pos-
sible. Then, arc they justified in increasing
rates for the purpose of seewring a greater
profit? The motor lorries are payiug their
wav, and with further redvetion in the price
of petrol, whieh is sure to come about, the
lorriea available for the traffie will increase
in nomber, Will it then be the poliey of the

tonnage
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Raitway Department still to increase freights
in order to keep up their revenue? 1In my
opinion the (ommissioner of Railwuys has
adopted a wrong policy hy increasing freights
in order to inercase revenue, rather than en-
ter info serious competition with the motors
ou the road. T am not in agreement with
the Minister’s idea of constantly increasing
freights and fares in order to Lalance the
ledger.  As regards the traflic from Fremao-
tle to Perth, there surely is a way of cap-
turing the trade which at present is being
doue by motor owners and by lorries running
hetween the capital nnd the port.

The Minister for. Works. We have not
been able to ecapture the water trade, and
that is 30 years old.

Mr, MANN: But the Government are
losing thousands of tons of goods every year
in this connection.

The Minister for Works: A man can get
his stuff up by lorry from Fremantle in an
hour and a half, and as a role he cannot get
it up' by rail in less than a day.

Mr. MANN: On the various occasions
when I have found it necessary im the in-
terests of an industry or an association to
interview the Commissioner of Railways, he
has done hia best to meet the wishes I sub-
mitted to him, The member for North-East
Fremautle spoke of the reduction of freights
on the Transcontinental line, Last year both
bullocks and sheep were being railed from
Port Augusta to Midland Junction at a cost
less than our Railway Department were
c¢harging from Mullewa to Midland Junetion.
The result was that the yards at Midland
Junction were being flooded with stock from
South Australin to the detriment of our
stock owners. I was requested to move in the
matter, and T put the facts before the Com-
misgioner. He arranged that where sufficient
stock was forthcoming to permit of a train
heing run over a distanee of more than 200
miles, he would make sueh a reduetion as
would enable the local growers to compete
with the South Australian exporters. The
eharge for transport of sheep from Port
Augugta to Midland (Tunction was azbout
35, 9. and the charge from Mullewn to
Midland Junction was 38, 7d.

The Minister for Works: What were the
railways getting between Kalgoorlie and Mid-
tand .Tunction?

Mr. MANX: I understand there was an
arrangement by which the sheep were carried
rjght throngh. At all events, the Comrmnis.
aioner of Railways met me in the matter in
such a way as to cnable the loeal growers to
compete with South Australia.

Mr. Teegdale: Tt is mnot possible to get
stock from South Australia at all now,

Mr. MANN: We do not want competition
of that kind.

The Minister for Mines: It is not always
the grower that is inconvenienced by such
enmpetition; there ia sometimes a ring,

Mr. Hughes: Sometimesi Practieally al-
ways.
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Mr., MANN: I also interviewed the Com-
missioner with regard to the carriage of
eream. A speeial  preference rate was
brought into operation for country cream,
and it was considered detrimental to any but-
ter factories. The Commiesioner pointed out
that it was the policy of the Government
that if the cream was carried at a cheaper
rate the butter factories in the country
would have to pay a higher rate for the car-
ringe of their butter to the city. In that
respeet the country people were at a disad-
vantage as compared with the c¢ity butter
factories. His argument was sound, and T
did not press the matter further. In passing
I wigh to say that on every occasion on
which T interviewed the Commissioner, T was
received with courtesy. I wish to deal with
the case of the clerk Comnnolly, referred to by
the member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes)
last night. When the officer reeeived notice
of his retirement, he approached me, and I
saw the railway authorities. The ease they
put up to me was that Connolly was an ex-
cesg officer, and that they had no further use
for him, bhe¢ause he was incapable of ad-
vancement. I was satisfied with the explan-
ation. I find, however, that the Railway De-
partment have not acted justly in connection
with this matter, If Connolly was retired
because he was an ineompetent officer, he
shonld have been so charged, and I have no
doubt that the railway people would have had
very little diffieulty, according to the file, to
prove the fact,

Mr. Hughes: You have heard only ome

Mr. MANN: It might have beon possible
to prove before the board that he was not
competent, and consequently could not be
placed in any other position. Apparently the
railway authorities followed the line of least
regigtance, and dismissed or retired him as
an excess officer. The Commissioner has
stated that Comnolly was diligent. There-
fore I fail to see how the Government can
avoid paying the man his pension., If he is
not entitled to a pension, he should have bean
retired or dismissed for incompetence. Then
he would have had the right of appeal, and
the ease would have been heard on its merite.
The Railway Department did not follow that
course. The Commisioner having said that
Connelly was diligent and did his work satis-
factorily, there remains no alternative but
te give him hie pension.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not the way the
Minister for Works would have dealt with it,

Mr. MANN: I suggest that the Minjster
for Mines should inquire into this matter.

The Minister for Mines: That iz not my
duty.

B}(r. MANN: Well, then, whose duty is it?

The Minister for Mines: There is a Rail-
way Aet, and it is a matter for the pensions
hoard.

Mr. MAXNN:
bhoard.

Mr. Hughes: It has never been bheyond tha
Commissioner.

It has not been before the
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Mr. MANN: It has not heen before the
hoard,

The Minister for Mines: Tt has.

Mr., MANN: Let me read what the
Solicitor General had to say in reply to o
letter from the Secretary of Railways, and
who stated that the Commisdsioner regretted
that his efforts to get the Public Service
Appeal Board to deal with the matter bhad
been unsuecessful,

The Minister for Mines: I said the pen-
sioms board.

My. MANN: I commend tbe position of
-rie ease to the Minister, The Leader of
the Opposition told us that the Royal Com-
missioner had heen the means of saving the
Government thousands of pounda.

Hon. P. Collier: I sai@ scores of thou-
sande of pounds,

Mr. MANN: T will aceept scores of thou-
sands of pounds. That being the case
greater publicity should be givem to the
fact. At the same time, it surely stands to
the credit of the avthorities that they hava
taken advantage of the recommendations
contained in the report and saved the
amount stated by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. The Royal Commission served s good
purpose.

Mr. A. Thomson: Undoubtedly.

Mr., MANN: I do not sece that there is
anmy  oe¢asian for nndue eriticiam of the
Commissioner of Railwavs if he has adopted
the suggestions made by the Royal Com-
missioner.

Hon. P. Collier: There has heen no criti-
cism worth while on the Rzilway Estimates
this year.

Mr. O'Toghlen: You are breaking the
lance before it is necessary,

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katannineg) [3.40]:
The Commissioner of Railways has always
had my sincere sympathy in the position inm
which he has found himself. We know that
when he took charge of the railways the
rolling stock had been run practically to a
standstill.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And it is said that he is
running the rolling stock to a standstill
to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: Sixteen years ago the
rolling stock was in a better state of
efficieney than had been the case for 20
years before.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Royal Commis-
sioner’s report does not bear that out. °

Hon. P. Collier: Show me where ¥ does
not.

Mr. A. THOMSON: He states that cer-
tain works should be done. Somse of the
difficulties which the Commissioner of Rail-
ways had to face include instances such as
were quoted by the members for Perth and
East Perth, and the Commissioner has not
the power to aet in the manner he may
congider necessary. We should take that
into consideration. If a private employer
is desirous of dismissing a man, he dis-
misses him, and there is no appeal ecourt, n:
pengion, nor anvthing else.
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Hon. P. Collier: An appeal board can be
expeeted to take a fair view of all the cases.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Leader of tho
Opposition was once Minister for Railways
and he must remember the difficalties he
had to contend with while geeupying that
pogition. His was not altogether a bed of
roges and he must know that neither he nor
the Commissioner was able to do what
might have been considered to be in the
best interests of the State. I had a rather
strange matter brought under my wnotice
recently in connection with the fares to
Albany. The cxeursion rate from Perth to
Albany is 558, 11d, If one wishes to join an
excursion train at Katanning and travel to
Perth-—a distance of 115 miles less, or a
total from Katanning to Perth of 230 miles
against 345 miles—one iz compelled to pay
61s, 5d. Why should not the people living
in the Great Southern distriet get a pro
rata reduction? They should not have to
]ay more than those people who are travel-
ling 115 miles further on the same train.

Mr. Jobnston: We wonld like to get simi-
lar excursion rates from Narrogin,

The Minister for Mines: You get a good
deal at Narrogin.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Why should not the
people joining at Katanning, the excursion
train from Albany to Perth, receive the
benefit of the existing excursion rate?

Mr, Davies: Why not take a ticket from
Albzny?

Mr, A, THOMSON: T doubt whether that
would be possible. The Royal Commissioner’s
report represents money well spent. Mr.
Stead has rendered the State good serviee.
I trust it will be the policy of the Govern-
ment to put into effect many of his recom-
mendations. Mr. Stead reporte that there
is mo warrant for the employment of six en-
gincers and assistants in the way and works
branch, that the working and management
of the branch are not economnical. In fairness
to Colonel Pope I must say he has been out
for economy and efficiency, and I have always
found him willing to listen te practieal sug-
gostions, 1 ecommend to the Minister Mr.
Btead’s suggestion in respect of the ways
and works braneh. Apain, in the traffie
branch, Mr. Stead says the manning of the
head office is out of all proportion to the
volume of traffic. Dealing with coal consamp-
tion, Mr. Stcad makes an excellent recom-
mendation which T hope will be adopted,
namely, that a bonus system should be intro-
duced with the object of effecting economy,
I agree with that, The men ought to be
given some induecement to economise in the
consumption of coal. Give a man induce-
ment, and he is bound to respond. I am
sorry the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) is
not here just now,

Ar. Heron: You pick your time well, while
he is away.

Mr, A. THOMSON: Certainly not. I
would say what I am about to say even if
he were here. The Royal Commisgsioner de-
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clares that coal from the Premior mine is
not suitable for locomotives, and that if it
be the Qesire of the Government to foster
that mine, better results would be obtained
by mixing other coals with its product. I
have always wmaintained that the Commis-
sioner of Railways shonld be free to purchase
the eoal which will give him the best resnlts,
\When the Government eompel the Commis-
sioner of Railways to use unsuitable coal we
cannot expect the Commissioner to render that
economical administration which we all .de-
sire.

My, Teecsdale: Bot it is the best coal for
fuel.

Mr. A. THOMSON: No, it is not. There
are better coals; and the Commissioner of
Railways shonld be entitled to purchase the
best available. He is not free to do that.
That is one of his difficulties. There is in
Collie conl which would give much better re-
sults,

Mr. Tcesdale: Perhaps the union will not
let us use it.

Mr. A. THOMBON: We arc paying the
Commissioner a large salary to administer
the railways, and we shonld give him a free
hand in his task., 1t was suggested last night
that we should have three Railway Commis-
sioners, I do mot agree with that. However,
if we were to appoint tem, and continued to
adminigter the railways as they are admin-
istered to-day, we should get no important
improvement.

The Minister for Mines: The Rayal Com-
missioner advoeates the setting up of a State
coal mine,

Mr, A. THOMSON: I lave advocated that
myself. Considering the enormous quantity of
coal uzed by the railways, they should have
their own mine, They have a timber mill of
their own; what is the difference between hav-
ing a timber mill and a coal minet

The Minigter for Mines: There is & very
big difference. 1f we had our own mine we
should have te pay for the coal comsumed
just the same,

Mr. A, THOMBSON: Surely it would not
eost so much per ton! However, we expect the
Commissioner of Railways to administer his
department economically; yet, according fo
the Royal Commissioner’s report, there is
room for many new economies. Some of his
recommendations are very valuable.

Mr. Marshall: And some of them very rot-
ten, constituting a reflection on his wmental
capacity.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is pretty rotten of
the hon, member to make sueh reflections on
Mr. Stead. I knew that gentleman when he
was in the Railways, and I ¢an say the Gov-
ernment showed considerable diserimination in
appointing him Royal Commissioner. I should
like to hear from the Minister in his reply
whether Mr. Stead’s recommendation that a
fully qualified acountant possessing a kmow-
ledge of railway accounts should be engaged
temporarily to reorganise this and the stores
branch, is to be given effect to. -
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The Minister for Mines: I am not going to
answer the question. If yon did not ecare to
be here when 1 was making my statement,
1 am not going to repeat it.

Mr., A. THOMSON: I was here.

. The Minister for Railways: Well, I made
reterence to that particular recommendation.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T am sorry I did not
hear it. 1 hope the Minister is going to put
that recommendation into effect.

The Minister for Mines: Certainly I am not
going to repeat myself. Look in *‘ Hangard’’
and you will sec what I said on the subjeet.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Mr. Stead says the
salaries of the stores branch are excessive,
and he recommends that tenders should be
invited in the other States for the purchase
of stores and statiomery. T did not hear
the Minister make his speech, and when I
read it T did not notice in it any reference to
this recommendation. I hope the Minister
will allude to it when replying to the debate.
Tke Royal Commissioner states that through-
out the history of the Government Rail-
ways it has been found that new lines
handed over to the Working Railways have
been in an unsatisfactory eondition.

The Minister for Mines: You had Letter tell
that to the Minister for Works.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Mr. Stead says the
construetion of lines should be placed under
the Commissioner of Railways. Tt hag always
puzzled me why the Public Works Department
construct railways which shonld he econstructed
aecording to the standard of railway en-
gineers. I commend to the Minister the Royal
Commissioner "s recommendation that in future
our railways shall be constructed by rail-
way engineers. This would mean economie
reform and the abolition of an extraneous set
of officers in another department. 1 have no
intention of casting any reflection on the
officers of the Public Works Department; T
am objeeting merely to the duplication, The
Works Department construct the railways,
and the Working Railways, after taking them
over, have to spend additional woney upon
them.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Works Departmeni
cannot be doing their job.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The trouble is thaf
the railways are not up to the reguirements
of the Working Railways.

The Minister for Works: They are never
diseourteous to the Works Department.

Mr, Teesdale: The point is vour depart-
meat is inefficient.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T hope the Minister
will make some referenee to this in bis
reply.

Mr, O’Loghlen:
prod him up a hit.

Mr. A. THOMBON: The railways require
to be re-graded. Between Wooroloo and
Chidlows it is often necessary to have a back
engine to push =z train up. It would bhe
sound economy to re-grade many of our
lines so that the enginea would be able to
baul bigger loads. The Minister ghould cor-
sider the recommendations of bis own Com-
migsioner. At Badgedbup, on the Nyahing

Qet vour executive in
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line, a smali amount of gravel was required.
There is plenty of gravel adjacent to the
line, and one would have expected the de-
partment to send out a gang to pick up the
gravel on.the spot. Judge of the astonish-
ment of the people in the Katauning dis-
trict when they found that three trucks of
gravel for the job were dragged all the way
from Pingelly. [ would like to know who
was reaponsible for such a foolish act. There
is o pumping station out Lake Grace way
where wopd was required. Secing there is
plenty of virgin forest in the vieinity, one
would have expected the wood to be
ohtained locally, but no, it was Dbrought
fromr Collie. The same thing applicd at
Ongerup. I hope there will not be a
recurrence of this sort of thing. Those of
ws who are here next year to review the
ratlway estimates will look anxiously to find
whether some of the recommcndationa of
the Rowval Comumissioner have been carried
into effect.

Mr. CHES80N (Cue) [4.4]: The Royal
C'ommissioner appointed by the Government
to inquire into the management of the rail-
ways did his work well, We may not agrze
with all his recommendations, but many of
them have been approved by the Commis-
sioner of Railways, and only lack of funds
precludes him from giving cffeet to thom.
The Minister agreed that a good deal of re-
grading was neecessary. Heavier rails are
required on main lines, but lack of funds
prevents this work being undertaken, New
cogines are also required. We know this
from our experience on the Murchison line.
The trains are supposed to run according
to the sehedule, but the tine table is practi-
eally a joke. Most of the trains run two or
three hours late, due to a lack of engines.
The engine leaving Perth goes right through
to Geraldton, and then another engine from
Geraldton takes the train right on to the
Murechison. When engines are run long dis-
tanees, we know that the life of sueh engines
will be very sghort indeed.

Mr. Marshall: The Royal Commissioner
aid not recommend new engines.

Mr. CHESSON: Yes, he did.

Mr. Marshall: No; it was the Commis-
sioner of Railways.

Mr. CHESSON : Anyhow, experience
shows that new engines are reqnired. The
cngines employed on these long distance
runs have also to do the shunting at the
stations en route. The train due at Cue at
n few minutes to two o’clock in the morn-
ing often does not arrive until daylight.
Bome of the ftrains leave Perth behind
schedule time., This should not happen. The
Royal Commissioner urged the need for use
heing made of the land alongside existing
railways. Such land not being put to profit-
able use should he taxed in order to compel
the owners to work it. If a tax were im-
posed and portion of the proceeds were ear-
marked for the benefit of the railways, it
wonld be a good thing. We have adopted &
development policy in connection with our



[10 Jaxuary, 1923.]

railways. The people who go out back keep
the city going, and they should not be penal-
ised to the cxtent they are at preseut.
There is no inducement for people to go out
and pioneer the back courtry. The member
for Murehison (Mr. Marshall) dealt with
some anomalies in eonneetion with the rail-
waya. He specially referred to the differ-
ence in freight over the Midland line as
compared with the Government line. The
railage frem Perth 1o Geraldton via the
Midland railway amounts to £3 10s. From
Geraldton to Meekatharra for a  similar
quantity of goods vosts £11 0s. 14., or over
200 per ceant. more for a difference in dis-
tance of only 18 miles, and vet the Govern-
ment railways are not paying. The freight
on five tons of coal ordered at Fremantle
cost 52s. 3d., whereas only 34s. 24. was
charged for six tons. The five tons cost in
all £13 1s. 3d, and the six tous cost £10 js.
Therefore it cost £2 16s. 3d. less for six
tons than for five tons. There is something
wrong when anomalies of that kind exist.
This information was poblished in all the
Murchison papers. Tt was supplied by one
of the firms down here, i

The Minister for Mines: Which firm sup-
plied it?

Mr. CHESSON: T ean obtain the name.

The Minister for Mines: You ought to
give it, becanse you are making an attack
on the administration.

Mr. CHESS0N: T shall get it.

The Minister for Mines: That is not fair.
You are publicly making a statement which
reflects on the administration. Why not
name the firm?

Mr. CHESSON: T shall obtain it and
hand it to the Minister, T do not think
any firm would make such a statement if it
were not correct.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is not correct,

(M.r. Angelo took the Chair.}

Mr. CHESSON: The “‘Murehison Times?’
recently made an effective referenec te the
railway service. It stated—

The Muarchison folk have ever been
leng-suffering with an erratie serviee,
One or fwo recent and more outstanding
facts are worth noting by the powers that
be: The through train from Perth on
Saturday, 23rd wlt.,, whistled into Cue
station at 3 a.m., instead of about 2 a.m.,,
only some three hours late. Of course,
this is not uncommon, running to time
being the exception rather than the rule.
Ag this was the Iast train on the Murchi-
son line prior to Christmas, it probably
carried double the quantity of parcels and
perishables, which made it impoasible for
the gnards on their sections to handle anc
keep near to time. Extra assistance for
the trip would not, perhaps, have been
amiss, and Meekatharra-—the head of the
line—had passengers and goads *‘‘deliv-

" ered’’ half a day earlier. Then there is
the old complaint of delays of goods on
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the line, One case in poist is sufficient
to show the need for action on the part
of the responaible officers of the Depart-
ment: A truek of timber consigned from
Gerallton on the 6th ult, reached Cue
on the 19th ult. Jn this instance a feam-
ster was delayed at Cee nearly a fort-
night, incurring considerable expense.
Another matter that may be looked into
is  the need for additional seating
accommodation on the loeal station plat-
farm.

There are continuzl egmplaints on the Mur-
chison, Goods are sometimes over a week in
transit, There must be something wreng
with the system when that sort of thing oe-
currs, It is said that the Government iesire
t) encourage the starting of imdustries in out-
back centres. A little while ago in Cue and
Yalgoo n syndicate started a wool-seouring
buginess, They wrote te the (ommissioner
of Railways asking for a rebate of freight
to Fremantle of £3 per ton. They found that
the freight on seoured wool was £8 2s. 64,
but that on greasy wool was only £3 per ton.
They were prepared to piy £5 2s. Gd., but
their application was refused. Every encour-
agement should be given to people who are
prepared to put their own money into an
industry of this nature in ocutback centres.
The paper also dealt with this subject, and
showed that in greasy wool therc was at least
10 cwt, of dirt to every ton. It continued-—
Apparently wool carried under the speeial
rate does not pay the Railway Departinent
to handle, notwithstanding there is o mini-
mum of a 4-tons condition. TIf it does
pay, then the rate for other wool 1z an ex-
tortion, as a glance at the figures will show,
On the presumption that the special rate is
not a paying one, would it not be a much
hetter propesition if the Railway Depart-
ment were to allow a rebate of say £3 per
ton on wool secoured inland? Instead of
petting £3 68, 1d. as now, the department
would be getting £5 2s. 1d. for clean wool.
Tf this rate would not show a profit it cer-
tainly would show about £2 a ton less loss
on a smaller tennage, anid the assistance
thug given to those carrying on the indus-
try would be considerable. Any industry
carried on inland is of benefit to the State
generally, and it is the duty of thosz in
power to give every encouragement to such
industries. In this instance that encourage-
ment should be given seeing that the State
will he a gainer and not a loser by doing
0. We believe the memhers of the syndi-
cate made an application to the Railway
Department but were promptly turned down
on the ground that they enjoyed the same
privileges as any other wool-scouring in-
dustry. Thia is not eorrect, for everyone
must know that the cost of living is higher
and cost of any material required—higher
at Cue than at the seahord, and this chiefly
is brought about by the high ruling rail-
way freights gn commodities. The Rail-
way Department should know this well
enough.  Further, the wool after heing
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s¢oured is still an inferior wool, which will

not bear as high a frieght as ficece wool.
People who attempt to cstablish induatries
outback should be afforded every encourage-
ment. We know what an effect the high
freights have bad in the direction of closing
down some of onr Jow-grade mining proposi-
tions. The rates should be fixed on the zone
system, with the object of assisting indus-
trics nceding help. It is only by people going
outback and opening up the country that we
ean develop it. Commercial travellers are
now using motor cars and competing against
the railways becanse of the excessive fares.
They arc travelling throughout the Murehi-
son by this means and find they ecan travel
more chekply by motor than by rail

Me. Davies: Over long distances?

Mr. CHESSON: Yes, Most of the goods
required by pastoralists ave now being sent
through the parecls post and the Common-
wealth are deriving the advantage from the
extra postage. The Federal authorities should
not be allowed to benefit at the expense of
the State, becavse freight is kept from the
railways on aceount of the high rates. T
appeal to the Minister to give greater assist-
ance to those who are pioneering the outback
parts of Western Anstralia.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [4.23]: I ean
scareely eredit the statement of the member
for Cue that motor tramsport is cheaper over
long distanees than railway transport.

Mr. Chesson: I was only referring to the
Passenger fares.

Mr. DAVIES: In the metropolitan and
suburban areas thc railways stand no chance
against motor transport. It is not poassible
for ponderous and slow traina to successfully
eompete with the modern and up-to-date ma-
chinery found in motors. The Commissioner
of Railways cannot alter the position because
jt is one that prevails throughout the world.
I have been personally acquainted with the
Royal Commissioner, Mr. Stead, for many
years, both at the time when he was a SBtate
railway officer and at the time when he was
general manager of the Midland Railway
Company. I have always regarded him as
a careful administrator and a man of high
integrity, but I think he went out of his way
and cxaggerated the position when he said
there was an entire lack of confidence in the
management of the Western Australian rail-
ways. If I did oot know him, I would be
inelined to say the statement was mischievous
in the extreme. It has been disproved by the
Cemmissioner s report. He pointed out that
990 put of every 1,000 enstomers of the rail-
ways preferred to send their goods at owner’s
risk rather than at Commissioner’s risk. This
shows that only one person out of 1,000 lacks
confidence in the management of the rail-
ways. I agree with the member for Kat-
anning that the period during which the pre-
sent Commisgsioner has been in charge of the
railways has been the most difficult in the
history of the State, Tt followed immedi-
ately upon the war when everyone was more
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or less wumsettled, The Commissioner was
raised to the position from a subordinate
office in the service. We know the feeling
that is sometimes displayed in this House
when members, who are presumably possessed
of high intelligence, have sometimes found
fault with the leader of their party when he
has made some particular appointment.
There are 7,000 men working in the Govorn-
ment railways, and when ome of these is
chosen for a high position there must be
hundreds of crities in.the service who would
claim that they eould have selected a better
man. Colonel Pope was appointed over the
heads of scveral high officials. Whilst I do
not think there was any lack of loyalty
towards him, there nust have heen a feeling
in the railways when he was first appointed
that some other officer should have been
sclected.

The Minister for Works: There would
have been a great many disappointed men.

My, DAVIES: Yes, and that muast have
helped to diserpanise things in the service
and must have been reflected throughout the
management, In my dealings with the pre-
sent Commissiotier [ have always found him
to be a gentleman, cver ready to listen to
suggestions made to him, and aiways prepared
to treat his customers with counrtesy. No one
can find faunlt with the hearing the Commisg.
gioner has giveu Lo him. Sometimes com-
plaints do not reach him, because they are
dealt with entirely by other officers in the
service; but onee they do reach him, though
they e from the humblest members of the
gervice, he i3 prepared to deal with them fairly
and squarely. I was disappointed in the Min-
ister’s remarks concerning the Royal Com-
misgioner. T am at a loss to know why one
was appointed. Mr. Stead was offered the
position of Chief Traffic Manager in the Gov-
ernment railways, but the Midland Railway
Company, by whom he was employed, de-
clined to allow him to accept that pesition,
though I understand they were prepared to
let him go provided he was offered the Com-
missionership. Anyway we know that Mr,
Stead did net take up the appointment that
was offered to him by the Government of the
day—Mr. Seaddan's Government, I think.
let memhers reflect for a moment. Here is
Col. Pope, the appointee of the present Gov-
crnment. The Royal Commissioner was of-
fered by Mr. Seaddan, when Premier, the
post of Chief Traffic Manager with probably
the snbsequent appointment of Commissioner
of Railways. Then Colonel Pope was ap-
wointed by Mr. Seaddae, and T daresay Mr.
Scaddan also coneurred in the appointment
of Mr. Stead ns Royal Commissioner. Is it
reasonable to expect, unless there is some per-
sonal fecling between those two gentlemen—
and T think cveryone will come to the con-
elusion, after reading the two reporte, that of
the Commissioner of Railways and that of
the Royal Commissioner, that there was some
personal feeling——

Hon. M, F. Trov drew attention to the
state of the House.



[10 JaNuary, 1923.]

The CHAIRMAN: I have counted the
House and I find there is a quorum present.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Where ig it?

The CHATRMAN: Within the precincts ot
the Chamber.

Mr, Marshall: It is disgraceful that this
side of the House should have {o maintain
2 quoram,

Mr. DAVIES: I waa dealing with the per-
sonal feeling between the Commicsioner of
Railways and the Royal Commissioner, but on
reflection I think tlhie less said about it the
better for all concerned. All that we desire
is that therc shall be co-operation in the ser-
vice. I think the Commissioner is assured of
that now, and from what one can see the
stafl are working well with the Commissioner.
There iz a matiter which should be satressed
during the debate and it is the question of
superannuation for railway employees. Pre-
vious Commissioners did something to help
in this direction, For instance, I think it
was during the Commissionership of the pre-
sent Minister for Works that the Death Bene-
fit Fund was established. I believe that one
can call that an ungualified sueccess seeing that
it tmeans so much to the family that is left be-
hind.

The Minister for Works:
£300 in cash is paid over.

Mr. DAVIES: At the same time a sick
and aceident fund was brought into existence.

The Minister for Works: The foundation
of that was laid.

Mr. DAVIES: I was a railway cmployee
myself and I know of the benefit to be de-
rived from funds such as these.

Hon. P. Collier: We have had nothing very
heneficial since,

Mr. DAVIES: BSomething should be done
by the present Commissioner in co-operation
with the staff in bringing ahout a superannu-
ation fund in connection with the railways.
The matter has been before the Cominissioner
for a number of years but it does not seem to
have got any further forward.

The Mlinister for Mines:
have been proceeding.

Mr. DAVIES: But what I an concerned
about i3 that negotiations should not cease.

The Minister for Mines: They have not
ceased.

Hon, P. Collier:
mission.

Mr. DAVIES: T would not suggest that.
I notice the Roval Commissioner had very
little to say on this particular matter, ana
it iz a matter on which he could very well
have cxpressed some views, He had rome-
thing to say in regard to almost cverything
clse. Reference has been made to the num-
ber of men retrenched from the service. Mem-
hers must know that the most appalling
spectre that faces the working man ia that
of retrenchment and the fear of unemploy-
ment, The fear is trebled when a man
, Teaches the age of 60 or 653 years, and especi-
ally if he has been a railway servant for 20
or 30 years. Such a man cannot get other
cmployment; he has given the best years of
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his life to the State and through no fault of
his own finde himself in a peaniless position.

Hen, P, Collier: Do you not think that the
question of superanncation shounld apply to
members of Parliament also? 1t would be
pretty handy just now,

Mr. DAVIES: T am not in a pesition to
appreciate it.

Hon, P. Collier: There are othera who are.

Mr. DAVIES: Possibly something should
be done in that regard.

Hon. P. Collier: Political death, you know,
comes as surely as the other.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, to everyone. We find
that even a man like Mr. Asquith, after re-
presenting Dundee for 37 years, was dis-
missed at the Iast clections. After such a
happening tho life of a politician may be
said to be precaripus. Seriously speaking, the
Minister should do his utmost in the diree-
tion of bringing about superannuation for
railway employecs, He told us that negotia-
tions had not been broken off between the
Commissioner and the men, but something
tangible should be done so that a man may
have a little to look forward to.

Mr. Hughes: It is possible to do some-
thing, but the Minister is able to nullify
it.

The Minister for Mines: Railway employ-
ees ecan come under the Act, but they camnot
be compeilled to contribute.

Mr. DAVIES: A man at the age of 60 or
65 should be able to say, ‘I am retiring,
and I can rest satisfied that what I am about
to receive i3 mot charity, but something I
have earned during the time I have been in
the service.’’

Mr. Teesdale: What about the pick and
shovel men? Let the railway men save from
their wages.

Hon. P. Collier: What about the legislator
who was defeated last week; there is no pen-
sion for him#®

The Minister for Mines; The man who
has had 25 or 30 years constant employment
is in a better pogition than the man who has
been working as a miner,

Mr. DAVIES: I subseribe to a system of
national insurance. I believe that a man whe
works in gold mines or coal mines, is entitled
to help from the State on retirement through
old age. Bat when it comes to a question of
guperannuation for one section only, like the
railways, some difficulty might be experi-
enced in getting such a propesal through
this House.

Mr. Heron: Oh no.

Mr. DAVIES: Would it be reasonable to
to ask the member for Forrest who represents
timber workers, or the member for Collie who
repesents coal mirers, to agree to a super-
anncation scheme for railway employees, a
scheme which would leave out the timber
workers and the coal miners?

Hon. M. F. Troy: Why not a scheme of gen-
eral insnrance?

Mr. DAVIES: I am urging that some
action should bé taken regarding the bring-
ing into existence of a superannuation
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scheme for the railways. I cannot now dis-
cuss the broader question of national insur-
ance. I wish before coucluding to say a fow
words in regard to the locomotives in use on
the railways. Hon. members will recollect
that a visit was paid to the Midland shops
some months ago, and it was seen there What
those shops were capable of turning out. The
Royal Commissioner recommended that the
locomotives which were about to be built
should not Le jrocceded with., It may be
news to members to kuow that over half of
the locomotives that are running on the rail-
ways are 20 years old,

Hon. P. Collier: And the other lalf were
hought when we were in office.  'We spent
£500,000 on rolling stock in 1912-13,

Mr, DAVIES: The hon. member for Boul-
der knows that the most efficient engines to-
day are those which were bought during his
termn as Minister for Railways. I refer to
class E and class P engines. Only one c¢lass
has been added, and that is class D, which is
running on the suburban lines, and which is
just as good as classes E and F. What [
wish to point out, however, is that if we
desire the raillways to earry freight success-
fully we should have modern engines. That
fact cannot be stressed too strongly, and the
Commissioner should be allowed sufficient
money to bring his locomotives up to date.
Tn the cirenlar which he issued in reply to
the statement of the primary producers he
made pointed reference to that. I hope the
Minister will do his hest to co-operate with
the Commissioner of Railways, and see that
the rolling stock is brought up to date. The
Royal Commissioner discussed the question
of super-heating. That is a technieal matter,
and I de not think any good would result
from dealing with it on the Estimates. The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) said
he would like to sec the trams extended. So
ghould I. It is due to the metropolitan area
that many of the lines shonld be extended.
The Roynl Commission on framwayy maie
certain recommendations, and I would be
glad if the House agreed to them and or-
dered extensions to Dbe cowstructed immed-
iately,

Hon. M. ¥, Troy: Proviled the metropoli-
tan people are prepared to pay for them.

Mr. Clydesdale: They are, and always have
been.

Mr, DAVIES: I think they are prepared to
pay for them, and to take over the full man-
agement of them. There was a difference of
opinion between the members of the Royal
Commission on the question of whether the
trams should be handed over by the Govern-
ment to the local governing bodies. The ex-
tengsions, however, should be undertaken at
the earliest possible moment. This session
there has been little or mo eriticism of the
Commigsioner of Railways. When we refrain
from indulging in carping criticism, I hope
the example set will be copied outeide, not
only as regards our railways but the manage-
ment of all our eoncerns. The same criticism
is going on in other directions. When the
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member for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale)
vacated the office of mayor of South Perth,
the district was turned into a road board,
and soon after that occurred, the people were
looking for the execution of the chairmam of
the board, and he resigned.

The Minister for Mines: They could still
become a progress association.

Mr., DAVIES: Progress associations and
those who indulge in eriticism have no
responsibility. Possibly the ex-chairman of
the South Perth Road Board will join the
progress asaceiation and eriticise those in
power. We ought to stand by those who are
administering affairs so long as they give
good service. Unless this is done we shall
be storing up heaps of trouble for oursclves.
Next year another Government may be in
power, but regardless of what political party
hold office, the services of the country must
be maintained, and people should be content
to indulge in honest eriticism caleulated to
assist the administration of the day. The
railwaya in the United Kingdom are run
under the joint board syatem, on which work-
men and shareholders are pretty evenly re-
presented, but notwithstanding that, the rail-
ways are a losing propogition. Amalgama-
tions are taking place in the attempt to stop
the leakages and reduce the cost of manage-
ment. When this oceurs in such highly
organised industries ag the railways of the
Tnited Kingdom, it is not te be wondered
at that we have a deficit in this State. To
overcome our difficulties will need the best
attention of Parliament. If we work with
the administrators, there is a chance, but if
the criticism indulged in outside of Parlia-
ment—not inside—is eontinued, there will be
no hope. With proper co-operation I think
the prospects for the year 1923 are bright.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Maenet) [4.501:
The member for Guildford (Mr. Davies)
gspoke about the difficult times which the Com-
missioner of Railways has had to face. 1
do not question his statement, but though the
Commissioner of Railways has had to ad-
minister the railways under difficult con-
ditions, he has also had an opportunity to
take out of the pockets of the people a con-
siderable sum of money which has placed the
people in diffienlt ecircnmstances. On every
occasion when costs have heen intreased the
Commissioner has been able by administrative
authority to increase freights and fares to
en extent that more than recouped him for
his additional outlay, One of the reasons
why the back country is being depopulated
and why the mining industry is being closed
down is the excessive charges on fhe carriage
of commodities over the railways.

Mr. Teesdale: Some classes of goods.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Most of the classes,

Mr. Teeadale: What aoout superphos-
phates?

Hon, M, F. TROY: I am speaking of the
goldfields. If anyone on the fields were
asked to place his finger on the greatest
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. handicap to mining development, he would
peint to the excessive charges of the railways
on commodities required .for living and work-
ing on the fields. We cannot too often stress
this point. While people are deploring the
fact that the back country is being depopu-
lated-—and this is a bad omen, because that
country cannot be developed by anyone so
well as by those who know it-—the Govern-
ment to date have given the goldfields people
no consideration whatever in the matter of
railway charges, I have a letter from the
Minister in which he replies to a ‘statement
made by mining men during his visit to Mt.
Magnet. These men left their homes near
Perth and went to Mt. Magnet to carry on
wmining operations. They took up an aban-
doned mine and worked it; so far they have
been successful. They pointed out that
whereas a settler going from the goldfields
to the agricultural arcas received a conces.
gion in freight on his household goods, the
settler going to the goldfields from the coast
received no sueh coneession but was charged
the full rate. They asked why such a distine-
tion should be made. The Minister forwarded
a statement which is not a reply. In his
letter dated the 9th June he referred to the
inercases made by the Railway Depariment
but evaded the point raised by these men at
Mt. Magnet during his official visit. The
people of the back country have a just griev-
ance if distinctions such as I have mentioned
are made, and of which the Minister has not
given a satisfactory explanation. The Gov-
ernment have made excuses regarding the
heavy inercases imposed an the people in the
bhack country, They have claimed that the
wagea of the railway employees have been
inereased and that, in order to meet the
demands imposed by arbitrafion awards, they
have been compelled to Inerease the railway
charges. In my opinion, nnd T do not think
it can be contradicted by the department or
by the Minister, the increased awards of the
court have been taken' advantage of by the
department not only to levy such rates as
would recoup the department for the extra
expenditure, but to bring in a little more
revenue, and thus help to swell the income
of the Railway Department.

The Minister for Mines: The increased
costs have not been solely due to railway
awards.

Hon. M. ¥, TROY: To what other awards?

The Minister for Mines: Feery award.
Take coal. We have had to meet bigger eoal
bills.

Hon. M. F. TROY: But the Railway De-
partment have always taken advantage of
these awurds in order to put their hands atill
deeper into the poekets of the people.

The Minister for Mines: There is not much
opportunity to do that when yon are about.

Hon. M. P. TROY: If the Minister wants
to develop the goldfields, he will sooncr or
Jater have to reduce the railway charges.

The Minister for Mines: I hope it can be
done =oon.
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Hon. M. F. TROY: One of our great diffi-
culties, to which frequent reference has been
made, is that we bave too great a mileage of
railways for our population.

The Minister for Minea: You are stating
it the wrong way about. We have insufficient
population for our railways

Hon, M. F. TROY: The Mmlster may have
it aa he will.

The Minister for Mines: But it is a differ-
ent proposition.

Hon, M. F. TROY: What strikes me is that
the Government, who arc well aware of this
fact, are bringing in Bills to further extend
our railwaya. Will this relieve the positiont
No, it will make it more acute, This session
the Government brought down a Bill to pro-
vide for a railway which will ¢ost a consid-
erable amount of money. Unquestionably the
charges against that capital outlay and
the expense of running that railway will
make the position more acute.  There-
fore the Government appear to be clos-
ing their cyes to the fact that our present
mileage is too great in proportion to our
population, and are pursuing a policy which
will make the position worse instead of
better.

The Minister for Mines: We got a recom-
mendation from the Royal Commissioner on
that question.

Hen, M, F. TROY: Then why not a.ct upon
it?

The Minister for Mines: What, pull up the
Sandstone line?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: Ynu are not ser-
ious.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Of course I am not,
but I would not be surprised if it was pro-
posed to act on that recommendation. I was
guryrised at the outlook of some members who
suggested the adoption of that course. Oune
would imagine that we were about to hand
the country back to the black fellows.

The Minister for Mines: Did you hear the
decision of the Government on that matter?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes, and I was pleased
to hear it. But some members favour the
pulling up of that railway, and those membera
are not on the Government side either. Any-
onc who snggests that course is lacking in out-
look, In his opinion, apparently, the country
beging and ends with the present generation,
and there is no future for it. I eould imagine
that if Sandstone were a dead-end the Gov-
ernment might say, “‘If {he place does not
provide traffie, we will take up the railway.'’
But when one realises that there are hundreds
of miles of pastoral country beyond Sand-
stone, on the eve of great developments, one
cannot have much respect for the opinion
of a Royal Commissioner who advoeates the
taking up of the Sandstone railway. T do
not know what the Royal Commissioner’s in-
structions were, but in my opinion he weng
beyond his instructions when he made recom-
mendations regarding Government policy. In
mv opiniea it was not the Royal Commission-
er’s business to recommend Government poliey.
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It was his business to report just how the
existing railways should be maintained and
administered to the best advantage of the
conntry, T consider that he exceeded his ia-
structions when he gave advice to the Gov-
ernment regarding the pulling up or the lay-
ing down of railways. I am glad that the
Government have determined not to pull up
the Sandstone railway. Events have justified
that decision. The Reyal Commissioner spent
a few hours at Sandstone. He apparently
made no inquiries at all regarding the coun-
try around fthe distriet, or the settlement
taking place. If he had done 50 he could never
have made that recommendation. Neither
could he have condemned the crection of stock
yards at Sandstonc, On that subject his re-
port states—

New Stock Yards, Sandstone—It is al-
most ineredible that work costing £831
should have been undertaken quite rceently
at the above station. These yards are the
game size as those at Meekatharra, in ad-
dition to which a very long siding has been
constructed. From a return furnished by
the Railway Department, the following
stock hag been dealt with for six months:—

Despatched. Received.

15 horses. —

46 cattle. —
1,880 sheep 2,976 sheep.

These figures speak for themselves and

proves that there was no nccessity for this

large expense.

Within a few months of the giving of that
report, the stock received at Sandstone mcre
than doubled itself; 3% trucks were sent away
in the period referred to by the Royal Com-
missioner, and a few months later 68 trucks
were sent away. The Royal Commissioner
said that smaller yards might bhave been
erccted; hut how could smaller yards deal
with 300 or 400 eattle? The cattle are not sent
away a truck or twe at a time, but in ]1}111-
dreds, because there is n fortnightly service.
The Commissioner fell in my vstimation by
making that recommendation. Had he made
inquiries, he would have discovered that the
best country available for pastoral settiement
in this State to-day is that beyond Sandstone.
There has been more settlement in that dis-
trict during the past twe years than in any
other part of Western Australia, and setile-
ment is proceeding apace. Dingoes are being
destroyed there at the rate of a hundred a
inonth. Latterly they have been destroying
sheep, but apart from that the country is
some of the best sheep country ta be found in
Weatern Australia. Water is to be found at
ghallow depth.

Mr. Davies: What stopped the setilement
of that country before?

Hon. M, F. TROY: The dogs. On one sta-
tion, Dandarragan, 100 dingoes were des-
troyed within a month. For five years, 1
have been told by someone comnected with
Dandarragan, the station never marked a
lamb. But severe measures have now been
taken against the dingo.
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Mr. Clydesdale: That country is equal to .
any in Australia.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Absolutely. Moreover,
there is great prospect of a mining revival
in that distriet, and I hope to see that re-
vival within 12 months. I am not in a posi-
tion to eriticiee the Royal Commissioner
except upon faets within my own know-
ledge. I was always assured that he
was a  very competent railway man,
but when I read his report I could not
help feeling that he had entered inte some
matters in a very pettifogging spirit. Some
of the things he magnified were very minute
matters, and ought not to have received the
consideration he gave them in his report. It
was shown, too, that he accepted statements
whieh were not verified—statements, for in-
stance, regarding the building of houses at
Mullewa, on the construction of which it was
said the men had been loafing. Subsequently
it was shown that the men supposed to have
been loafing were not employed by the Rail
way Department. Had the Royal Commis-
sioner taken care to know his faets, he wonld
not have made such errors. His errors have,
in my apinion, weakened his whole cgse. No
doubt the Government could easily make the
railway system pay by pulling up a number of
lines which are not paying.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It would be a very
foolish thing to do.

Hen, M. . TROY: Yes. The Government
that would do such a thing would be a Gov-
ernment which had abandoned all hope, and
had no faith in the future of the country,
and ought to be put out of office as speedily
as possible. But the Government have re-
cently bronght in a measnre for the purpose,
we are told, of cncouraging settlement along
the Bastern railway, for the purpose of in-
sisting upon increased settlement on lands
along that railway. I fear, however, that the
Government’s Bill will have very little effect
in that direction. 1f the Government were
to ingsist upon the carrying out of the im-
provement conditions on conditional purchase
leases, they would be doing a great deal to
make the railways more profitable than they
arg to-day.

The Minister for Mines: The improvement
conditions are being enforced.

Hon, M, F. TROY: When travelling along
the Wongan Hills railway line one cannot
help being struek with the faet that land
which was virgin country when the railwa
was built, eight or nine years ago, is sti
virgin country to-day. The member for Cue
(Mr. Chesson) and the member for Gerald-
ton (Mr. Willcock) and I were travelling
over that railway when it was being con-
structed, eight or nine years ago. The mém-
ber for Geraldton was driving the locomotive,
and he pointed cut to the member for Cue
and myself a certain piece of Iand as the
nicest bit of agrieultural country along the
line. That particular pieco of country is
now almost in a virgin state, as it was when
the line was built. Inasmuch as the Agrie-
cultural Bank are making advances for the
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development of agricultural lands, the people
who hold such lands ought to be asked to
make reasonable improvements on their pro-
perties as defined by the Land Act, by virtue
of their obligation to make which they hold
their lands. I know that on some of this
land the Agricnltural Bank will not make ad-
vances, but that is a very receat poliey. I
understand that the Agricultural Bank have
turned down what they call York gum pro-
positions. [n that connection [ know num-
bera of people who have recently been re-
fused sdvances. The sooner we know the
policy of the Government in this rezard, the
hetter. [t is no use asking people to take
up country of this character adjacent to the
railways unless the Government are prepared
to say, ‘‘We will help you to improve your
properties.’?  Perhaps I should not discuss
this matter now, but it has a relation to the
question of railway policy. The Lands De-
partment say those lands are worth so imuch
meney, and the Agricultural Bank say they
are worth nothing, or not sufficient to en-
title the bavk to aecept them as security for
advances. 'That is the sort of thing which is
retarding development. The Government’s
policy in this respect should be defined one
way or the other as soon as possible. This
is not exactly the time to discusy the poliey
of the Lands Department, but it has a bear-
ing on railway policy, and on the question
why our railways are not paying, and there-
fore I refer to it. If the Agrieultural Bank
officials will not take the respongibility, the
Govermment must take it. Otherwise these
railways c¢an never pay, but will always be
a burden on the country, Whilst [ am nbt
prepared to say that the Royal Commissioner
has been correct in all his condemnations of
the Railvay Department, I wish to state that
there is more mal-administration in the de-
partment than there ought to be. I saw an
instance at Mullewa the other day. The train
eamg into Mallewa before time, and did not
get away from Mullewa for mnearly two
hours. T inguired into the eanse of the
delay, and was told that there ought to
be a body of men fo do the shunting,
but that the body of men had been sent away.
I told the Minister about the matter, and he
promised to make inquiry. I understand he
did inquire and found that my statement
was correct. That sort of thing should nof
oceur. There is a pgang of men kept to
attend to shunting at an important junetion
like Mullewn, and somebody is in error when
the men are sent away. And that sort of
thing has happened more than once. The two
hours of delay to the train have to be paid
for by the department, and in addition there
is the inconvenience and also the cost to the
travellers. Another matter may be mentioned.
On the Geraldton-Mullewa section the Rail-
way Department proposed to relay the
sleepers, and they carried over the railwaye
& large number of sleepers, and dropped them
on the line, Then the depariment changed
their minds, and carried the sleepers to Ger-
aldton. That was an unuecessary expense. I
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want to know how the Commissioner of Rail-
ways can justify administration of that sort.
Apain, notwithstanding the need for economy,
there has been a tendency for one official to
travel around the country in the Commis-
sigher’s ear. I have seen a train dragging
that car hundreds of miles, when the officiaL
could very well have travelled in an ordinary
compartment. That is being done by officials
whe ought to set an example.

The Minister for Mines: They are out on
inspection work.

Hon, M, F. TROY: No. When there is in-
spection work, a body of men go along. As I
say, [ know of instances of one offieiul having
# whole coach and a steward to himself.
That sort of thing is deserving of censure.
Reference has been made to the erratic ser-
viee on the Murchison line. A few years ago
we had & magnificent train service there. To-
duy, despite a slight decline in the passenger
traftie, the traffic as a whole has actoally in-
creared, and the department is chnrging ex-
ceedingly high rates for stock. A population
giving such material help to the railway sys-
tem ought to be afforded a decent railway
gervice,  The department apparently is ex-
perimenting with the serviee, changing it
every few months.

The Minister for Mines:
o year.

Hon. M. F. TROY: They alier the time
table, and recently they have eut out trains
and so caused much inconvenience to travel-
lers. The traing frequentiy run Jate. There
are occasions when they run to time, but very
rarely.

Mr, Chessou: Very rarely.

The Minister for Mines: It is better now
than it has been for many yeara past.

Mr. Chesson: It is worse than ever.

Hon, M, ¥, TROY: We have two trains
per weck. Usually they are crowded with
passengers, yet those trains camnot be rum
to a time table. [Recently the locomotive
which runs from Meekatharra was taken off
ot Yalgoo and replaced by another which took
the train on t¢ Mullewa. I learn from the
Mullewa men that the strain on the locomo-
tive running such long distances without at-
tention is a prime cause in the delay, More-
over, it means "doubtful economy, becaunse it
entails a very short life for the engine, while
it i8 a serious ineonvenience to those travel-
ling long distanees over that line. When the
department is after economy, it should be
economy with efficiency. The member for
Nozth-East Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin)
rebuked some country members because of
their opposition to tramway extensions in
Perth, and said tbat so long as the people of
Perth were prepared to pay for their trams
there should be no opposition. 1 say there
will not be.

The Minister for Mines: There has been
opposition to tramway extensions gengrally.
You have been among the most bitter.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I admit it. The great
danger in this House is the city influence. If
the city had no Parliamentary representa-
tives at all, it would still have more influence

No, only twice
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in the House than would 10 country con-
stituencies.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The best representa-
tives we have are the city men,

Houn. M. F. TROY: Bo they ought to be.
They complain about the bad water in Perth.

Mr. Clydesdale: They are justly entitled to
do _so.
Hen. M. P. TROY: Yet 75 per cent. of the
people in the country have to cart water nine
and ten miles.

The Minister for Railways:
cause we do not try to cater for them,
gur dams are empty.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I know one well with
a windmill and storage tank. Both windmill
and storage tank are out of order, and in con-
sequence people have to cart their water eight
and nine miles.

The Minister for Mines: We provided un
cxpensive dam in a certain locality and the
people there allowed the roof to fall in and
then asked us to send a man to fix it up, 1
suppore you want the same.

Hon. M. F. TROY: No, I do not. If in the
city the Government provide a supervisor of
water supply, they ought to have one in each
country distriet, as in New South Wales. It
iz wrong that any private person should have
the responsibility of attending to the water
supply in any distriet. As I was saying, if
the city had no representation here at all, it
would still get more than its rightful due.
Trequently T hear men in tramears eriticising
those cars, They are lucky to have cars at
all.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: You are onc of the
bitterest opponents in the House to the pro-
visinn of faeilities in the eity.

AMr. Money: That is only right when we
cannot get money for country roads.

The Minister for Mines: If we provide
a road for you you de not pay for it, whereas
the wsers of the trams do pay.

ilon. M. ¥. TROY: Hon. members should
not get excited.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Your invariable po-
licy is nothing for anvbody else, but every-
thing for vourself.

The Minister for Mines: Give eity men
some consideration, How are they to get to
their work without trama? }

Mr. Clydesdale: He would have them
walk.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The resources of the
country are not sufficient to give advantages
and comfoert fo everybody., If there be any-
bhody who has little to complain of in this
regard, it is the people in the city. T am
saying that without any artagonism at all. It
i5 merely a statement of faet, City people grt
mlvantages heeause of their numbera.

Mr, Clvdesdale: Frequently they have to
pay for what they don’t actvally reseive.

Haon. M. ¥, TROY: For all administration
of Govermwent the conntry pays. Without the
country the eity could not exist,

Mr. Clydesdale: That applies all over the
world.

The Minister for Mines: Tt does not alter
the faect that you must have your eity,

It is not be-
All
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Heon. M, F. TROY: I am speaking with-
out any antagonism to the eity.

Mr. Clydesdale: Still, you speak in the
same gtrain every time .

Hon. M, F. TROY: Provided the city
pecple are prepared to pay for their tram-
ways I have no objection. My objection is
that under pretence of paying they get the
Government to build tramway lines at the
expense of the country.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: No, they do not.

Hou. M, P. TROY: They say it is & pay-
ing proposition, and the Minister says, ‘‘Put
pecple out inte the suburbs.*’

The Minister for Mines: They are there.
That ig the trouble, The worker is the man
who is suffering,.

Hon. M, F. TROY: Como, for instance.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, Como.

Hon, M. F. TROY: The land agents who
have blocks of land to sell in these districts,
and whose propertics are cnriched in value
by rteason of the trams, are the people who
are suffering. Between Perth and Midland
Junction there are large areas of vacant land
olongside the railway upon whieh homes could
be built,

Mr. Money: Hundreds of acres.

Mr. Clydesdale: 'TFhat applies everywhere.

Hon. M. F. TROY: MHere is an opening
for the Government.

Mr. Money: There is land between Bays-
water and Midland Junetion.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Government are
huilding tramways into new districts

Mr. Money: And competing with ihe rail-
ways.

Hon. M, F. TROY: To enrich the land
agent and a number of gentlemen in Perth,
who form themselves into syndieates, buy
areas of land, and subdivide them for sale.

Mr. Clydesdale: That is done all over the
world,

Ton. M, F, TROY: Of course.

Mr. Clydesdale: Yon must have just wak-

ened up.

Mr. Money: Two wrongs do not make a
right, .

Hon. P. Collier: You should see the bun-

.galows of the working man around Como.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, there are
dozens of them, and you will not mind having
the votes of those men later on.

Hon. P. Collier: It will be a baven of
retreat for seme of you fellows.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. M. F. TROY: My object is to stress
this evil.

Haon, W, C. Angwin: ¥ou think yon ean
citange an old-established custom, do you?

Hon. M. P. TROY: I am going to vote
againat this sort of thinp. So long as the
eity people agree to pay for their own trams
I will not oppose them, but I shall oppose
any subterfuge, any pretence, that a tram-
line will be paid for when in actual fact is
will be a charge upon the State.

Mr. Ciydesdale: You eould build a tram-
way to any terminus, and it would pay at
once.
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Hon. M. F. TROY: Let the people estab-
lish & hoard to take over the whole system,
provide their own capital, and hoild their ovm
lines.

The Minister for Mines: Tf I brooght
down a Bill for that pvrpose yon would op-
pose it,

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister should
not assume too mueh,

The Minister for Mines: It would be the
pelicy of your party to do so.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. M. F. TROY: Tt is not possible for
the railway system to pay whilst we have
such & large mileage for so small a popula-
tion, The Government should not proceed
with the construction of new railways until
existing lines have been placed upon a prope:
hasis, They are adopting a suicidal poliey,
one that will only bring calamity to the
country. We ought to make the most of the
railways we have, and insist upon land owners
aituated alongside them producing as much

. from their land as they ecan. No Commis
sioner could make the railways pay whilst
this poliey of railway comstruction is con-
tinned. The peeple of the back eoununtry will
be unable to carry on their industries so long
as the only way of relieving the railwayvs is
1n inerease the burdens placed upon those
people.

(Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.}

Mr. HERON (Mt. Leonora) [5-35]: I do not
altogether blame the Commissioner of Railways
for the present position. The blame lies rather
at the door of the Government. They have not
laid down their policy, The Commigcioner has
done his best, but he has the Minister forcing
him on the one side, and politicians and the
public forcing him on the other. His is not a
bed of roses. Fares have been increased right
through the service to such an extent as to make
the reilwaye unpopular, In the outer suburban
areas there is a class of people the Government
cannot afford to starve into the city. People
have gone out there becaure they can get more
land at a cheaper price, and becauze by growing
their own vegetables they can reduce the cost
of living. It is also healthier for their families
to live out of the city. Some five or six vears
ago the fare to Cannington was 7d. return, where-
as to-day it is 1s. 4d. The Minister cannot
justify that increase of over 100 per cent. He
is foreing these people to come into the city
because they cannot afford to pay such high
fares. Friende of mine have been looking for a
house in.the city for weeks because of thia posi-
tion. The city is already overcrowded, and
people should be encouraged to keep away from

ib.

Mr. Clydesdale: They need a tramway ex-
tension.

Mr. HERON: If any district warranted a
tramway extension I would not vote against it.
Cheap transport facilities must be provided to
help anlong these outlying districts. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle asked a question about
the deposits on season tickets. It is not fair
to forfeit theso deposits in the case of a person
who has lost his season ticket afier about a
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week’s use. The deposit is held for all time
I & person loges his ticket he has to pay ls. for
& declaration to that effect, and 10 per cent.
fine on the amount that has already been paid
for the ticket. That is unfair, It cannot cost
the department all that money to issue a new
ticket,. This amounts to a penalty imposed
apon those who want to live out of the city.
There is no doubt that motors are competing
with the railwaye. Over short distances the
motor transport is completely cutting out the
railwaye. One firm in the city is arranging to
ron a goods service to Armadale, in preference
to sending the goods by rail. The Commissioner
is not to blame for this because his hands have
been forced in an endeavour to make the rail-
ways pay. He should not be asked to do this
with such a small population ; the general tax-
payers should make up the difference. Many
firms in the ¢ity do not use the railways at all.
If they want their goods brought up from Fre.
mantle they either use their owm motor loities
or pay for others to bring them. When, how.
ever, they send etores to outback centres it is
the people who receive them who have to pay.
These big firms do not contribute anything to
the railway revenue. They should be made te
pay a specisl tax in order to reduce the cost to
people living out further, The Minister shouid
go into every item of freight and see if reductions
cannot be made in the case of those who live
long distances from the city 1 am in favour
of the adoption of the zone system. I admit
the freight is not heaped upon those who live &
long way out in the same ratio sa it is upon those
who live a short distance out, but there should
be a greater diflerence in the total freights
charged I have alrcady made reference to the
Eulaminna copper mine which has been closed
down because of the excessive railway freights
They have been sending their ore to Cuming,
Smith & Co., at Guildford, where it is used in
the manufacture of superphosphates. Five or
six years ago the freight on this ore was 12a. 6d.
a ton. It was then increased to 14s. 10d,, and
last year rose to 22s. 10d. The mine is now
closed down and the employees are looking for
work elsswhere. It was intended by the manage-
ment to spend another £1,000 in further sinking
the shaft. They went to the expense of putting
in & new boiler and getting new cisterns under-
ground to pump water cheaply to the suirface,
and after all the arrangements bhad been made
the news ceme along from the Commissioner at
the last minute that a reduction could not ke
made. Therefore the mine wns closed down and
to-day it is idle. 1 hope the Minister will give
the matter his attention. Another subject
which was brought under the nciice of the
Minister when he was touring through the back
country had reference to children living a long
distance from the metropolitan area and the
advisableness of granting them cheap fares to
Perth.

The Minister for Mines : We cannct differen-

tiate.

Mr. HERON: Yes you can, and the people
of the back country are broad-minded enough
not to take exception to anything that may be
done in that direction. Take Wiluna, which is
210 miles from the rail head. If parents wish
to send their children to Perth there is s motor
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car trip over that immenss distance to the rail
way before the train journey is undertaken, and
that is where the Minister could assist those
people who are 8o far outback,

The Minister for Mines: What 1is the motor
charge ?

Mr. HERON : If the Minister would grant a
concession on the railwaye I am satisfied that
the people in the outback centres would send a
car load to the train, With reference to the
Yeonora eervice, I hope it will be possible to
put another train on shortly. I was at the
Kalgoorlie station on Monday week when the
train was going out and when the temperature
was 104 in the shade. There was only one
carriage on the train and 50 persons were being
cramm:d into seven compartments of that
onrriage. Of course the railway officials realised
that there was not enough room in that one coach
and put another on. At the same time
those 50 people had been provided with only
three water bags. The other car was added
only because I kicked up a row and the officials
were then good enough to supply one more
water bag. Four water bags for 50 people!
At the present time the regulation is that three
bags shall be provided for each coach. That,
however, is not enough for people who are travel-
ling long distances in the back country., I can
quote an insiance where a person travelling
down from Leonora with & sick child could not
even get a drink on the way down. That is
earrying things to extremes, The Minister
should remomber that these are not corridor
cars. To assist outback centres the Minister
and the Commissioner should do all they pos.
aibly can in the direction of reducing freights
and fares, and also assist children to visit the
coast once & year or perhaps once in every two
years. Another matter to which T wish to
refer is in regard to excursion tickets. Twelve
months ago 1 interviewed the Commissioner on
the subject of cutting down the period of the
availability of excursion tickets from three
months to two months. The Cemmissioner
promised that where a request was made for
the extension of three months it would be grant-
ed, but as we know it is not always convenient
for women with children to bother about apply-
ing for that kind of thing. Last year the period
of three months was permitted to remain, but
this year the Commissioner has reverted to two
months. Another matter on whickh complaints
are made is that travellers by rail from, say,
Leonora to Perth, are not permitted to break
their journey at Kalgoorlie. If they take a
ticket at Leonora they must travel to Perth by
the first connecting train, regardless of the fact
the traveller may have covered a distance of

. perhaps 500 miles before arriving at the head
of the line. It is not a [air proposition The
Commissioner, of course, is afraid of ticket
scalping, and he suggests that a person could
easily take a ticket to Kalgoorlie from Leonora
and then purchase apother from Kalgoorlic to
Perth. That, however, would not enable a
person to avail himself of the excursion rate.
A break of at least one day at Kalgoorlie should
be permitted. I trust the Minizster will deal
with requests I have made. and give them favour-
able coasideration.

{ASSEMELY.]

Mr. CLYDESDALE (Canning) (5-55]: I
have been surprised gince entering this Chamber
at the opposition that has been shown to any-
thing conneoted with the metropolitan area.
That: opposition is not confined to the other
side of the House. One would be led to believe
that all the concessions are being granted to
peaple residing in the metropolitan ares. If we
study the figures so far as railways are concerned
hon. members will see that the deficit is being
contributed to by the carrying of freights over
our railways at rates that cannot possibly pay.
Liberal concessions are granted to farmers. Of
course it is a right and proper policy to grant
concegsions to farmers when they arc starting
operations, but I fail to see why the State should
earry fertilisers for the benefit of those who are
well able to pay.

Mr. Latham: How ere you going to dis-
criminate ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: By making those pay
who can afford to pay; by assisting, say, the
returned soldier who is starting on the land.
Lot us take the carriage of fertilisers in this
State and compare the charges with those of
South Australia and New South Wales, We
charge 4s. 1d. per ton for the first 107 miles,
In Scuth Awustralia they charge 8s. per ton and
in New South Wales the rate iz 6s. 9d. In West-
ern Australia we carry fertilisers 150 miles for
53, 2d., whilst in South Australia the rate is 8s.
1d. I merely quote these figures to show that
all the privileges are not being given to the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Money: Have you the New Zealand
figurea ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: No; the figures I have
are quite sufficient for my purpose. In New
South Wales the carriage over 150 miles is 7s.
7d. In Western Australin we carry fertilisern
for the first 200 miles at 6s. 2d. per ton, whilst
in South Australia the charge is 13s. 9d.

Mr. Mann : What did thsy charge in South
Australia 20 years ago when the farming industry
was being developed ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE : Does the hon. member
mean $o tell me that in places like Bruce Rock,
Merredin and Katanning, where farmers have
been on the land for years, that those farmers
are not in a position to pay higher rates ?

Mr, Latham: How many years nave they
been there ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Long before the hon,
member started farming. There are any num-
ber of farmers in this State who should not be
receivine the privileges they are getting to.day.
The point T wish to make is that we are always
ecomplaining about our railways not paying.
Do wo want them to pay or do we not want them
to pay ? We arc piving the farmers a bonus of
anything up to £400,000 and yet the people who
are condemning the Commiasioner of Eailways
are themselves farmers

Mr Hickmott : What is the cost in Victoria 1

Mr. CLYDESDALE: In Western Austrelia
we earry fertilisers 200 miles for 6s. 2d. and in
South Australia the charge is 8s. over 100 miles,
or 25 per cent. more than our charge and for
helf the distance. Yet we hear complaints
from members representing farming constituen-
cies about the privileges being granted to the
metropolitan area.
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Mr. Wilson: And they complain because they
pay too much for coal.

Mr. Mann : What do they charge for coal ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE : 1 will give that later on.
Take & train load in the other States as com-
pared with Western Australia. An engine in
Vigtoria would haul at least one-third more
than an engine here. Consider also the tonnage
carried, One would expect freights to be o
little higher here, but we find that our railways
are carrying super 200 miles for 8s. 2d., whereas
in South Australia 8s. is charged for a dis-
tance of 300 miles. The farmers here have
nothing to complain about.

Mr, Harrison : What is e train load in Vie-
torie ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I have not the actual
figures, but I am informed that' 80 tone as an
average train load cannot be carried bere for
less than 2d. per ton per mile. I know mem-
bers of the Country Party do not like these
figures, but they are always complaining about
the metropolitan erea.

Mr, Latham : And the metropolitan area is
always complaining about the country,

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The people of the
metropolitan area are doing all they can to eseist
the country, and the country people give them

no credit for it,
The member for York should

Hon. P. Collier :
take his gruel

Mr. CLYDESDALE: We carry wheat 100
miles for 10s. 11d., whereas in South Australia
the charge is 11s. 5d. and I suppose for every
ton we carry, 10 tons are carried in South Avs-
tralia. In Victoria the charge is 10s, 10d., and
in New South Walea 11s, 6d. For & distance
of 150 miles we charge 12s. 6d., South Australia
charges 12s. 7d., Victoria 12s. 10d., and New
South Wales 13s, 7d. For 200 miles we charge
14s. 1d., South Australia cherges 14s. 1d., Vie-
toria 14s, 4d., and New South Wales 14s. 5d.

Mr. Mann: Do you suggest that we should
raise the freights to the goldfields ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE : No, because the gold-
fields have had to carry the farmers and the
State for years. The goldfields have now reach-
ed a stage when they are in need of some nasist-
ance.

Mr, Mann: You suggested that.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I visited the hon.
member's farm and found that the railways
carried a truck of livestock from Nungarin to
Perth, » distance of 190 miles, for 33s. 1 sup-
pose the hon. member would not contend that
that was a payable proposition. Yet members
complain of the treatment they are receiving
from the Government.

Mr. Latham : The object iz to give you cheap
food supplies.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: The hon. memler is
more deeply interested in what he can get for
himself. The farmers make as much as they
can for themselves, and do not trouble about
the other chap.

Mr. Harrison : That is your policy.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: What is happening in
the metropolitan area ? The Commissioner of
Railways knows that there are only a certain
number of people to travel in the trains’ and
he hag increased the fares in some instances by
100 per cent. Why baa that been necessary ?
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To pay for the privileges grented to the farmers.
T do not say that this is a wrang policy.

Mr. Harrison: You seid the farmers are
riding on the backs of the people in the goldfields
areas.

Mr, CLYDESDALE:  Yes, otherwise the
farmers would not be as well off as they are to-day.

Mr. Munsie : The fsimers are getting many
more privileges than the goldfields people.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: 1 doubt whether any
commodity carried for the faimeis ia caitied at
a profit.

Mr. Harrison:
heavy ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE : Victoria is charping up
to 2d, per mile, but owing to politiczl influence
the charge here has been reduced. The more
wheat and produce we carty on our railways,
the greater is the loss,

Mr. Harrison : That is nonsence,

Mr., CLYDESDALE: The hon, membter is
all right in getting pigs carted for 3s. each and
realising 50s. for them in the market. Recently
I waa hemosning to s railway officer the fact
that on the Wengan Hille line the people were
having a bad geason. He replied that he was
sorry for the people's sake but he added, “Thank
goodness it will save the department money.”
I expressed nstonishment at his statement, and
he added,  The more wheat we cainry, the gieater
ja our loss.” That is the position throughout
Western Australia to-day.

Mr, Latham : I would like to know ike name
of that railway official.

Mr, Munsie : The Commirsioner of Railways
himself says wheat it nct a aysble freight.

Mr. CLYDESDALR : Of comee it is not, In
fact, the earriage of mest cemmedities fram the
agricultural arens is not paying. I take excep-
tion to membere of the Countiy Farty tloming
the Commissioner and the officials, becaure_
produce is being carried at & non-yaying price
Not one commodity is charged vp to 2d. e’
ton.

Mr. Mann: Who is blaming the departrent ¥

Mr, CLYDESDALE: The hon. memler. in
addition to s great many other yeople. Tlhe
farmers are blaming the Railmay Terariment
The Royal Commission wes appointed becauge’
the farmers considered the Commissioner of
Railways was to blame. Take any commedity
which is being carried to-day. Coal, of which
221,000 tone was carried last year, is paying
1-234,

Mr. Latham : What about the stuff carried
out of the metropoliten area ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE : I sm desling with stoff
carried into the metropolitan area. Chafl is
earried at 1-43d., wheat at 1-094., firewocd at
1-77d., fertiliser at -$4d., ores, minerals, Lricks,
ete., at 1-61d.

Mr, Latham : What aboot wool ¥

Mr. CLYDESDALE : On the tonnage carried,
it is estimated that the farmeis are receiving
the equivalent of a bonvs of £400,000 o yeer
from the railways. If wemters want the Cem.
missioner to make the railways pay, they should
be fair and permit him to add that £4C0,C00 to
his fipures, and strike a balance on that. That
would be only a fair and reagonable propoeition.
I do not wish to be misunderstoed. I am not
oppozed to the farmer.

What has made the coet so
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Mr. Hickmots : Cut: him out altogether.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: We do not want to
cut him out. No one has done more in his own
humble way for the farmer then I have.

Mr. Harrison: You would not have had such

o good cut had it not been for the farmer.
. Mr. CLYDESDALE : Never mind that, Fares
in the metropolitan area have been raised to a
considerable extent to meet the demands made
by the farmer, Take the Northam district
where farmers have been settled for many years,
Sht:u’ld we carry fertilisers for them at the special
rate ?

Mr. Hughes: To the Premier’s farm ?

Mr, CLYDESDALE: Yes. Should we carry
fertilisers for those farmers for 4s. 1d. per ton ?
Is that a fair and reasonable proposition when
thoy can afford to pay the full rate for it ?

Mr. Latham : The short distance farmers pay
all right.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: A good many farmers
who are in & position to pay are receiving privi-
legees they have no right to receive.

Mr. Harrison: Why not differentiate in your
rates for the metropolitan area ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: On an ordinary day &
man can travel two miles on the auburban line
for 6d., but if he wishea to attend a aporta gather-
ing on Saturday, he is charged 25. 8d. Would
the hon. membaer like to increase that rate ?

Mr. Hughes: That is the day you set out to
be fleeced,

Mr, CLYDESDALE : Perhaps so.

The Minister for Mines : That is not equal o
the charge made in the East.

Mr. CLYDESDALE : Then I would have no
objection to it being increased provided the
farmers are brought up to the same rate,

Mr. Munsie: It is the dearcst ride in the
world.

The Premier : People do not pay as much
to go out to & meeting as they pay to get through
the gate.

The Minister for Mines: The dearest ride in
the world is through the racecourse turnstile.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Members have been
frying to cast blame on the Commissioner of
Railwaya. It has been suggested that the posi-
tion might be improved by the appointment of
two or three Commissioners.

Mr. Latham : Ope of them could watch the
farmers.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: If they were all as
slippery as the hon. member, they would need
gome watching. I it is desired to make our
railways pay, the Commissioner should be given
a free hand for 12 months to fix his own rates.

Mr. A. Thomson: And fix his own wages,
too ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Yes; I doubt whether
he would desire to reduce any of them.

Mr. A, Thomson : Give him & free hand over
the lot.

Mr. CLYDESDALE : I would not be afraid
to do that.

Mr. Munsie : He has pretty well a free hand
now,

Mr. A. Thomson: No, he has net.

Mr. CLYDESDALE : If it is the policy of the
country to assist people on the land by not asking
them to pay the full rates, members should be
fair to the Commissioner of Railways and should
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refrain from reiterating that aill the privileges
go to the metropolitan area. The people of the
metropolitan area pay for overything they get.
They cannot go half & mile without paying o
tax, but they are not crying about it all the
time. .

The Minister for Mines: They do not ery, but
they ving wp on the telephone and keep me
swake hall the night telling me about it.

Mr. CLYDESDALE : It does not appear to
affect the Minister very much., If it is the policy
of the Government to run the railways at a loas,
the Commissioner should be given credit for the
concessions allowed. After what I have stated
it might seem inconsistent to suggest that the
tramway fares charged in the metropolitan area
should be reduced.

Hon. M, F. Troy: Are you going to squeal
bit now ¥

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I have never been
known to squeal. The hon. member has done
all the squealing I have heard this afterncon,
It would be good policy to abolish the additional
charge of 1d. charged for travelling on holidays
and Sundays. There was a lot of squealing
about the construction of the Como tramway.
There was hardly & newspaper in the country
which did not assert that the line would never
pay. Why do the people go to Como in such
numbers ¥ Tt costs 28. to 26, 6d. to go to Cottes-
loe and for a man with a family the outlay is in
t.l:’e vicinity of 10s. To go to Como costs only
&d.

The Premier : But Como is not Cottesloe.

Mr. CLYDESDALE : The Government should
adopt reasonable fares, and encourage the people
to indulge in the healthy recreation they are
looking for. If the fares to Cottesloe were re-
duced, the revenue would be greatly increased.
I am aware that owing to the opposition from
members of the Country Party we are short of
rolling stock. Every time the Commissioner
wanted to build a tram there was a howl from
the Country Party, ** You must not spend any
more money in the metropolitan area. It will
not be a payable proposition.”

Mr. Latham : No one made that statement.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: It is quite a general
cery from the Country Party that no money
should be apent in the metropolitan ares.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7-30 pm.
(3y. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. CLYDESDALE: 1 support the re-
marks of the member for Guildford as to the
necessity for further tramway extension in
the metropolitan area, I know the argument
will he adduced that the money could be
expended to greater advantage in other parts
of the State. But that argument will be
uged for the next hundred years. We must
not lose sight of the fact that the people are
in the metropolitan area, and that they are
prepared to pay for these sérvices, as I have
always atated, They are likewise prepared to
pay their share of the general burdens of the
State without complaining. They do, how-
ever, complain about not gettng what they
pay for, especially as regards water. The
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Government could extend the tram lines from
every terminus in the metropolitan area for
a reasonable distance, and show a profit.
Railway extension in the country costs a
considerable amount of money, and will not
pay for a number of years. We do not com-
plain of that, because it iz developmental
policy. T hope many more railways will be
. eonstrueted in the country.

Mr. Johnston: We have railways author-
ised in 1814 and not builf yet.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: We have tramways
promiged 30 years ago, and further off than
ever., Take the Inglewocod extension. There
are o thousand people in that locality who
bave to walk while they are prepared té pay
for the necessary jextension. Before ‘the
Royal Commission on tramway construction
it* was stated that they were prepared to
guarantee interest and sinking fund on the
cost of the extemsion. They know full well
they will not be ecalled vpon to fulfil the
gnarantee, Again, the people at Belmont,
numbers of whom are tilling the soil, were
promised a tramway twenty ycars ago. The
Bolmont farmers are just as much entitlted
to consideration as arc farmers outback.
Before long we shall have a period of unem-
ployment, such 28 proved so servieceable in
eonnection with the Como tramway. A
period of unemployment must come, and we
should make provision for it. Between sea-
sons numbers of people are out of work, and
they are better employed on reproductive
work than om unproductive work. If the
Premier will order sufficient tramway eon-
struction material, they ecan be cmployed on
reproductive work, Apart from the Como
extension, there has been only four miles of
tramway extension in the metropolitan area
during the last nine wears, I give the Pre-
mier warning. now ¢hat unemployment is
bound to eome along again, and that we
should make preparation for it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon. J. Scaddan—Albany—in
reply) [7.37]: There is little calling for
reply, because hon. members who introduced
new matter, were dealing with subjects which
have been thrashed pretty well threadbare
during the last 10 or 15 years, to my know-
ledge. Tt is not astonishing that hon. mem-
bers travelling about the country—and memn-
bers of Parliament nccessarily use the rail-
ways a great deal—should now and again
ecome across something which they consider
is lax in the railway service. At the same
time, 5 member is not in a position to decide
gtraight away how the diffieulty arose. From
merely seeing the outside he may jump to
the conclesion that there are blunders being
perpetrated by everyome from the Commis-
siofier of Railways to the humblest servant
of the department. Necessarily, a system
employing 7,000 men cannot -possibly be
managed to absolute perfection. Other
eriticisms indulged in by some memhers—only
some—were really in the nature of demands
that in replying on the genmeral diseussion I
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should duplicate what I said when intro-
ducing the Estimates. When hon. members
know_ that the Estimates of se important a
deparfment as the railways are coming up
for diseuseion, it is hardly right for them
unnecessarily to absent themselves from the
Chamber while I endeavour to make a com-
prehensive statement with regard to the
gvstem, The member for Katanning (Mr.
A, Thomson), for instanee, sees something
on the railways that he thinks ought to be
clucidated. Accordingly he asks me in
making my reply to deal with a subject
which [ mentioned when introducing these
Estimates. The hon. member should have
stated whether he agreed or disagreed with
what I said. I do not propose %0 repeal
myself with regard to matters that I have

* already dealt with comprehensively in my

introductory remarks. I object to members
making a public eriticism of a publie official
like the Commissioner of Railways merely on
the strength of a statement by some out-
sider—who may or may not be an interested
party—without first  satisfying themaselves
that the statement is well founded.
Certainly, members should not give publicity
here to foolish and irresponsible statements.
I vefer partieutarly to such a statement as
that made by the member for Murchison
(Mr, Marshall), and repeated by the member
for Cue (Mr. Chesson), that some merchant or
trader in Perth, upon being asked by a resi-
dent of Meekatharra or Cue to quote for five
tons of coal, replied that it would be better
for the customer te obtain six tons, because
it would cost more in railway freight to for-
ward five tons than six, the reason being that
five tons would not fill 2 truck. In point of
fact, that is not correct. The five tons would
have heen aecepted as a fruckload, in compli-
ance with the railway regulations. The state-
ment in guestion eould never have heen made
by a responsible trader, and it owght not te
have been repeated to the detriment of the
Railway Department until substantiated. Tf
not suhstantiated, it ought not to have heen
mentioned here at all,  Again, the member
for Murchison (Mr, Marshall) and the mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallom)
and two or three other members, cither by
interjection or otherwise referred to a con-
cesgion being given to the wifec and family
of a farmer but not extended to the wife and
family of a farm labourer. I said at the
time that T did not believe such was the case,
but that I thought it would apply to the
farm labourer’s wife and family in the same
circumstances. As a matter of fact, the con-
cession does so apply; amnd there is not 2
single instance on record where an application
for this concession from a farm labourer’s
wife and family has not been granted, and
guite without questien, in the same way as the
coneession is granted fo the wife and family
of a farmer. In the case mentioned by the
memhber far Sounth Fremautle, the files refer-
ring to the application nowhere disciose that
the concession was being sought on behalf
of the wife of a farm labomrer. It is true
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that the applieation was made on behalf of
the wife of a person residing in an agrienl-
tural town; but that fact of itself would not
bring the applicant within the terms under
which the concession is granted. If the Rail-
way Department had been sdvised that the
concesgion was sought for the wife of a farm
labourer employed in farming operations, it
would have been granted to her in the same
way as to a farmer's wife, All T can say is
that it doez apply and will continue to apply
to the farm lahourer’s wife and family as
well as to the farmer’s wife and family. But
it will not apply te the labourer himself,
any more than to a businesa man carrying
on business in a country town; because he
can take advantage of the ordinary excursion
rates, The member for Murchison (Mr. Mar-

shall) said a good deal about the period occu-’

pied in bring down livestock from the Mur-
<hison. Delays have taken place and will, I
expect, take place in future when it is impos-
sible to avoid them; but it is not quite as
bhad as the hon. member suggested. One or
two instances of undue delay have occurred.
‘The ease he mentioned in particular was
brought vnder the notice of the Commissioner,
and the Commissioner readily conceded that
there had been delay which might be avoided
in future. There has been no complaint since,

Mr. Marshall: It has been repeated since.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The other
case mentioned by the hon. member was that
certain trueks had been put off and replaced
by trucks of rags, bones or bottles. That was
not quite a fact, What happened was that,
due to heavy consignments of livestock, there
was certain delay. After a deputation waited
on the Commissioner he pointed out that
whereas previously the journey for livestock
from Meckatharra to Midland had oceupied
from 42 to 46 hours, a variation had been
made until the journey now oecupies only
331 hours. Taking into account the dis-
tance and the conditions, the department did
very well in getting it through in that time,

Mr. Marshall: Do you mean to suggest
that they bring a stock train through to Mia-
Iand in 331% hours?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,

Mr. Marshall: Well, the person who gave
¥ou that information s an impostor.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At the
present time stock from Meekatharra is ear-
ried to Midland by mixed train in 331% hours.
This is the fastest stoek transit in Auctralia.
The hon. member says he gave day and date in
order to have no misunderstanding, and that
four bogies of ¢atfle were cut off at Nannine
on the 25th October last and four others
taken on in their place; that the cattle arrived
at Midland 18 hours late and, in consequence,
missed the Wednesday sale, due to bad ad-
ministration, As a matter of fact no Jivestock
was put off the Nannine train on the 25th
October, because the 25th October was itself
a Wednesday. TFvidently the hon. member
meant the 23rd, However, that does not mat-
ter. The faets were these: An order was
lodged by a firm to load stock on the 22nd
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October. Owing to heavy loading the depart-
ment was unable to aceept that date, and
Messrs. Clark and Phillips were advised that
stoek would be acecepted on the 25th, subjeet
to the animals being attended to at Cue, as it
was impossible to advige through trausit. The
owners agreed, and signed with full know-
ledge. No trucks of bottles, bags, bones or
anxthing of the sort were put on at Cue in
place of the trucks taken off. T have already
admitted that these diffievlties and delays
will arise in the future as in the past. We
cannot entirely avoid them, for with auch big
overations they must oceur. But, taken in
the gross they do not oeeur amy more on our
svatem than on any other system. I could
produce a photograph showing the removal
of livestoek on the Queensland railways, a
ruilway system expected to be as up to date*as
any system in Australin in point of carriage
of livestoeck. They have had to unload scores
of cattle and sheep en route and kill them in
order to save the skins, becauvse of the time
ocvupied in transit. Would anyone say that
heecause that has happened they have failed
aud that everything is wrong? T cannot help
thinking we do just as well as iz done in most
other places, and that in respect of the shift-
ing of livestock we do somewhat befter. Then
thiere was the question of the dispensing with
the services of Conmolly. I knew nothing
about it until the ecase was mentioned here.
I then sent for the file. Connolly had 23
vears' service. A man who can remain 25
years practically in the same position, never
getting past the peint of minimum adult rate,
has not shown very much diligeace.

Mr. Hughes: The Commissioner said he
was dilicent.

The MINTISTER TOR MINFES:
acvording to his ability.

Mr. Hughes: And to the gatisfaction of
the Commissioner. Whom clse had he to
satisfy?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At a time
when, beeause there is no adult work avail-
able for them, we are dispensing with
vouths who have reached the adult age,
youths who have given evidence of pro-
gress, passing all examinations, we are not
entitted to retaiz im our service men who
merely want to hang on for 25 years doing
their work indifferently. I do not care
what happened in the past in respect of
other Commissioners or other officers, when
we actnally diseover that a man is hanging
on to his position in the railway service,
merely sitting there to qualify for an old
age pension, we must pass him out.

Mr. Mann: Why was he not charged with
being incapable and passed out on that
score?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He was
charged.

Mr. Hughes: He was not charged. If he
was, why did you not give bim a chance tn
answer the charpe?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In my
opinion the best course was adopted, even
from Connolly’s own point of view, exeept
of conrse that he wanted a pension.

Yes,
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Mr, Hughes: He was entitled to it under
the Act.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He was
not entitled to it. If he could not obtain
from anybody in a responsible position a
certificate of diligence, he was not entitled
to a pension. In 1916, after a number of
complaints in the department had heen
made against him, he was reduced in status.
He appealed to the appeal board, upon
which sits a representative of the uniom.
That appeal board dismissed his appeal,
which 15 evidence that there was ground
for the charge brought against him. I want
to tell the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) that there are hundreds of men
for whom he has been fighting in tbe labour
ranks, who have been tipped out with less
¢onsideration than Connolly got, who did
not get a year’s salary in lieu of notice of
dismissal, and about whom mnothing has
been heard. But we have reached that
stage in administration when anybody
aggrieved in the Public Service can get
plenty of men to take his case to Parlia-
ment while more deserving men in the
mining industry and other private employ-
ment ean get no champion. The State does
not exist for the purpose of benefiting
public servanis alone. I say that Connolly
obtained absolute justice, having regard to
the services he rendered to the State.

M. Underwood: No, he did not get
justice. He got mercy. He was treated
very mercifully.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I regret
that the case was ever mentioned in Parlia.
ment. Members have asked that I should
hold an inquiry. I am not going to do it.
Tf members imagine they can get me to act
as a court of appeal to deal with every
gricvance held by railway men, they are
coming to the wrong man,

Mr. Hughes: Ts there not a big princi
involved?g § principle

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The prin-
¢ciple involved is this: The Commissioner
went into Connolly’s case and declared that
he conld not give the necessary certificate;
but he said ““T have approved of his re-
ceiving 12 months salary,?’

Mr. Underwood: That is where the mercy
<omes 1n,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The union
took up the case and saw the Commissioner,
The Commissioner, desiring to be fair to
Connolly, =aid he was mnot against Con-
nolly’s e¢ase being reviewed by the Publie
Service Appeal Board. The matter was
submitted to the pensions board, consisting
of the Sclicitor General, the Under Seecre-
tary for Law and the Public Service Com-
missioner. The Solicitor General was
definite in saying that Connolly could re-
ceive a pension only under Section 6. Under
Section 6 it was necessary that Connolly
should have a certificate, as set out in See-
tion 7. The Belicitor Generzl said that in
view of the opinions expressed on the file
by officers under whom Connelly had been
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working, he did not see that it was possible
for such a certificate to be given.

Mr. Hughes: He did not hear what the
Commissioner for Railwaya said.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And again
the Commissioner said, **Let him go to the
appeal hoard.’’

Mr. Hughes: He knew that Connolly could
not go there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: ANl I cau
say is that if Parliament is going to waste
its time in considering no better case than
can be presented for Counnolly, we shall
waste a lot of time and a lot of tha tax-
payers’ money. I say that Conuolly received

- fajr treatment at the hands of the Com-

missioner. He was given 12 months salary.

Mr. Underwood: It was a sbame to give
it to him,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He has
not mueh to complain about.

Mr. Hughes: It was a gross repudiation
of o contract.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing
of the sort. Having dealt with one or two
cagses of neglect or unfair treatment of
members of the railway service, may I
ecome to the paramount gquestion beforn us,
namely the poliey controlling the operations
of our railway system$ We have reached
a stage in our railway history when
for the moment we are not quite
clear as to what should be the noliey
underlying the operations of the system,
On the one hand membera on both sides of
the House, particularly on the cross benches,
are prepared to declare that the poliey of
the railways should be that they shall recover
from the users of the system sufficient to pav
working expenses plus interest on the capital
outtay. On the other hand the same mem-
bers are prepared to declare that in certain
directions our railway system shall be oper-
ated for the purpose of assisting in the de-
velopment of our industries. That sentiment
will be re-echoed by members on all sides of
the House, but it is not practicable, We can-
not have both things. Wo cannot use our
railway system for the purpose of developing
industries and at the same time compel the
users to pay the cost of operating and in-
terest charges on the ecapital outlay, any
more than we ¢an ask the farmer and others
who are using our high reads to pay suffiei-
ent by way of tax on vehiclea using the
roads, not only to make them but to main-
tain them and provide a sinking fund for
their repairs. In the eircumstances if we
are to use our railways to assist in the de-
velopment of our industries we ought to de-
clare to what length we are prepared to go.
We should do this in fairness to the staff
which is operating the system, from the Com
missioner to the porter. The Commissioner
certainly does not load coal. He has men to
do this. The complaints made by some mem-
bers opposite are really made against those
who are providieg the labour which is oper-
ating our system. They will blunder just
as the Commisgioner may blunder, but in the
interests of those who are runming the sys-
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tem we .ought to say in what direction we
are prepared to use our railways for develop-
ment purposes. Having done that we ought
to say we will permit a certain amount to be
levied against the general taxpayer, or to be
made vp by the Treasury to assist in that
direction..

Mr. Willeock: That is what we have said
all along.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For the
information, particularly of members oc-
cupying the c¢ross benches. I would point
out that we are to-day faeing a great

diffieulty with regard to water supply
in some of the agricultural distriets,
principally between the Murchison and

the Eastern Goldfields lines, and along the
Wongan Hills line. The Railway Depart-
ment must from the nearest point available
obtain  water ecither from the goldficlds
scheme or from any publi¢ or railway dam.
They must earry that water where it i3 re-
quired by the settlers who last year had an
insofficient supply. We know that if the
taxpayer were to pay the ordinary charges
for their water at the point of supply, plus
the rate of hauling it to the point of de-
livery on the regular basis laid down in our
rate book, we wmight just as well ask the
settler to leave his holding, come to Perth
and drink the metropolitan water, because he
could not afford to pay for it.

The Minister for Works: And he does not
do go either.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
memhers  charge - it against  the
migsioner at the end of the year that
he had been at fault hecause he had
supplied water at less than cosf? Tt
wounld not be a fair charge to levy against
him. The proper thing to do iz to arrange
with the Minister for Water Supply to first
of all supply the water. Then it is our duty
as s Railway Department to carry it, and it

~iz the duty of the two departments repre-
senting the State to deliver it at a price that
the settler ean afford to pay, to remain on
his holding and produce something from it
next year. The difference between the price
he ¢an pay and the cost to the railway sys-
tem shovld be made up by the Treasury.
That is, the department shonld get credit for
it. We ought to do thiat in respect to other
industries. If we did, the general taxpayer
and Parliament would know where they
stood, and what is was costing us to subsi-
dise some of our industries. The railway
system, too, would be placed on a basis that
all railway systems should be placed on, tu
enable us to understand where we were.

Mr. Willcoek: It is not only the cost of the
water, but the railwars may be running short
themselves,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That will
arise in some cases. For the purposes of pro-
viding the immediate requirements of set-
tlers we have sometimes uwsed water in our
cailway dams, and had to take water from
a greater distance and at a heavier cost for
locomotive purposes, We are not asking the

Would
Com-
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Railway Department to be recouped from
the Treasury for that, All we say is that
if we render these services to the genera)
community, which are not required in ordin-
ary railway operations, the difference be-
tween the price we should be able to demand
from the taxpayer and the cost of providing
the service should he recouped to the De-
partment which renders it, This year the
demand for water has become such that wa
kave had to make it a gencral policy of un-
derstanding between the two departments, so
that if applications are made they can be
dealt with expeditiovsly, and no difficulty can
arige. T notice: that even members on the
other side of the House have different opin-
ions regarding some of the recommendations
of the Royal Commissioner, just as members
of the Government have. It can be fairly
clained, therefore, that nothing can be urged
against the Governtnent hecause we do not
aceept in their entirety the reconmuendations
of Mr. Stead. Tn many directions the re-
commendations ean probably be put into
cffeet with good results, and in some eases,
when funds are available nud the material
can be obtained more cheaply that at preseat,
the work ean be undertaken with advantage
to the system and the State in general. 1
now come te the point raised by the member
for North-East Fremantle, ramely the elee-
trification of portion of our railway system
and the effecting of a saving in the procees.
I have no hesitation in saying that this is
quite possible. The best evidence that such
is the case is afforded by other railway sys-
tems in the workl. Notwithstanding that
they have passed through a period similar to
that which we have gone through, and that
most of the systems are held by private com-
panies, they are still prepared to find huge
sums of money to change over from steam
to electricity. Even in South Africa the
Government have gpent between four and a
half and five milliog pounds in changing over
parts of their svstem from steam to electri-
city, because it is the only method known at
the moment of economically working the rail-
ways. Railway systems throughout the
world are to-day up against the problem of
redueing the cost of carrying commodities
which must reach the world’s markets.

Mr. Lamhert: They have water power in
South Afriea from the Vietoria Ialls.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: They are
not using that alone. The water power whiel
would supply cleetricity from the falls could
nat Le carried economieally to the parts of
the system it is proposed to electrify, If this
it neceseary in the case nf other countries,
wlere goodds have to bhe carried over short
distances, it ia all the more necessary in West-
ern Australia where our producers have to
transport their commodities long distanees to
the sealioard amd then have to enter into
competition with other countries where the
haulages are over short distanees. The com-
petition in the world's market is keen. We
must, therefore, turn our attention to methods
by which we c¢an place our producers oo the
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same footing as those of other countries. Ths
only method T can see of introducing an early
economy in this direction is by electrieally
operating our railway system, which would
be of benefit not only to eur producers, but
to the State in general. I am speaking at
present of course of only a portion of our
railway system.

Mr. Johnston: Would you coperate in that
way outside the suburban area?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Mr. Lambert: Radiating from Collie?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have no
hesitation in saying that once we commence,
the bencfits aceruing not only to the metro-
politan area, but to the country distriets,
will be of such an outstanding nature that
we shall not ceage to change over until the
whole of our aystem from Fremantle te Mer-
redin and from Northam to Albany and
throughout the South-West is provided with
electricity. It wiill not be long before the
northern portion of the Btate follows suit.

Mr. Clydesdale: Would you keep to the
present gauge?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. In
South Africa they have a 3ft. 6in. gauge and
have not changed it. They have performed
8 better scrvice with eleetric power on a
3ft, 6in, gauge than they can on a 4£t. 814in.
or 5ft. 3in. gange with a steam service.

Mr. Wilson: Where would you generate
the eleetricity?

The MINISTER FQOR MINES: It would
b2 generated at the place where it coutd moat
economically be done, Subject to the water con-
densing  heing satisfactory T believe it should
be produced at the point where our conl is
produced, so as to dispense with e¢oal haul-
ages. There are other questions than coal to
be congidered, and I will not therefore pledge
nmyself on that point. The electrifieation of
the railways would be a benefit not ouly to
the Treasury but to the users of our system.
Were this applied between Perth, Fremantle
and Norxtham it should pay handsomely. Not
only would we pay interest and sinking fund
charges on the capital outlay, but we should,
1 understand, show a profit as againat steam
operutions. We should also get over one of
the difficulties we shall presently be faced
with, There will be an cnormous traffic to
ba carried over the line between Northam
and Fremantle. It is hecoming so heavy thal
it will be very costly tn operate the line, and
there will be a demand for duplications. By
electric hauling we can carry 100 per cent.
more on the line without any duplication than
we can under steam. That ought to he con-
sidered by public men and those interested
in our future welfare. Tn the cireumstances
I declare that we ghould profit by the ex-
perience of other countries, which show that
there has not been a single failure in the
electrification of railway systems. We are
making such progress that the time is not
far distant when instead of having a driver
in our locomotives we shall have him sitting
in an arm-chair and conducting the opera-
tions of the locomotive by wireless.  The
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Minister for Works smiles, To-day sub-
marines are being operated by wireless with-
out a single man being on board. Although
I am not a submarine myself, there are times
when the wireless is used to direct my course.
To me it appears to be the only way to re-
lteve our people of much of the burden they
have to carry. I believe that in the process
of electrification it will pay the State hand-
somely. With respect to tramways——

Mr, Lambert: Now you are ¢oming back
to earth!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not ai
ali. We are talking development to-day for
the purpose of populating this State. We
cannot develop our industries unless, side
by side with the older established ecoun-
tries, we adopt up-to-date methods. There
are big factories in the Old Country that
are fighting for their existence, factories
which have been hell by the present
owner’s grandfathers and great grandfathers,
Their sons were able, before the war, to say,
‘*This was good encugh for my great grand-
father; it is good enough for me.’’ To-day
they are scrapping everything and introduc-
ing new methods. Some of the big firms have
men doing nothing else but travelling to as-
eertain the latest methods. When 1 was in
England in 1913 I visited a firm in Cornwall
known, doubtless, to the member for North-
East Fremantle, which firm was throwing out
machines which we would have thought modern
enough, but which they had dQiscovered were
not, the object being to introeduce more econo-
mical methods of operating. We must do
exaetly the' game thing in this country if we
wish to progress, We must find out what are
the latest methods in other places to meet the
diffieulties which exist here, otherwise we shall
handiezp our people. If we can find examples
elsewhere, let us follow them if they are
warthy of heing followed. We, too, should
have our men travelling to find out everything
that there is to learn, and on being satisfied
that it will be of advantage to us to adopt
those ideas, we shonld not hesitate to take the
risk and introduce them, so that we might
make substantial progress. TRegarding the
tramways, I will admit that no comparison
can be maile between that system and the
railways. The tramways are essentially a
public convenience to enable the people to
carry on their dnily avoeations and not to
help to develop any particular industry, prim-
ary or secondary; but I do say that if the
Government desire to own and maintain a
system, the utility of which is recognised in
all eivilised communities, to permit people to
move about from point to point, the labourer
to pet to his work, and to avoid the establigh-
ment of slums in the cities, then we should
faee the position and find the necersary funds
with which to carry out extensions that are
demanded. But we must satisfy ourselves
that we are going to levy the charges that
will be involved from thogse who are going to
get benefits from the service. To date the
tramways have paid all the charges incloding
operating costs, overhead charges, interest and
sinking fund, and payments to the local au-
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thorities hy way of 3 per cents. for the use
of our public highways--this to the extent ot
£40,000—leaving £53,000 to be paid into the
Treagury. Then to say that we must not
have extensions is to say something which is
ahsurd. I do not mean that we should strain
onr regources by finding money to make ex-
tensiong to every place. We should have a
definite policy of extensions to make up what
we have lost during the period of the war.
Let the extensions be ouly four or five miles
a year and thev will not be a burden on the
commuaity. Rather will they pay us hand-
somely. With regard to the electricity supply,
hon. members opposite know quite well that
the works were not established ror the pur-
pose of a Treasury benefit, nor from the
pounds, shillings and pence peint of view. The
works were established hecause it is a modern
wmethod of supplying power casily and cheaply
to encourage the establishment and operation
of industries. We have not to any extent
gshown a loss bnt we have had many difficul-
ties to contend with. We entered into an
agreement to establish that central station,
not knowing of course that the war was going
to ceeur. But we faeed the position. To Ar,
Taylor, the general manager, I give due
eredit for trying to find out means by which
he eould reduee the cost per unit. Mr, Taylor
has done so. He has found a method by
which we can use native ¢oal and save a con-
siderable sum of money. e hunted the world
for a method by which he eould do this and
to-day we have a mew unit in that station to-
gether with new boilers fitted with Sandford-
Riley stoker which have been the means
of effecting a saving of no less a sum than
£950 in our coal hill in one month.

Hon., P. Collier: Is that what you would
call doing something for Collie?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 may in.
form the member for Collie that while we are
effecting that saring it does not mean that we
shall be reducing our coal consumption, As
a matter of faet the conl consumption will in-
¢rease hecause we shall pe able to asesist in
the establishment of industries and use up
more coal for that purpose. The consumption
of current from the station has inereased by
leaps and bounds. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion knows that when the matter of the estab-
lishment of the power station was being con-
sidered, Merz & MecLellan advised us that the
station would meet our requirements for 10
or 12 years. That was in 1913. That period
has not yet expired, but we have had to in-
creage the plant hy about 60 per cent, as
there has been such a heavy demand for
eurrent. We are to-day extending benefits not
to the person who wants light in his residen-
tial quarters, nor to the shopkeeper in the
eity, but to those districts where dairying an1
other operations are heing carried on. T was
only recently assured by one man running a
dairy and orchard that in a short perind
he effected a saving of £15 a month
by pumping with the aid of ecurrent snpplied
by the power honse. We are extending opera-
tions wherever we possibly can and the modern
avstem of operating industries must be in-
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troduced, otherwise those who are carrying on
those industries cannot be expected to com-
pete in the world’s markets against those who
are more favourably situated in other parts
of the world. I extend my appreciation to
members for the manner in which they have
discussed the Railway Estimates. I antiei-
pated that, in view of the bappenings of the
fast 12 months, the eriticism would have been
fairly severe, but 1 can tell hon. members
honeatly that during the past year, from the
Commissioner to the porter who has recently
been taken on, there has been the keenest de-
sire to adopt every possible method to reduce
the cort of our railway operations. I know
of no railway and staff anywhere in Austra-
lia that is as loyal to the general community
in the services they render than the staff of
the Western Australian railways from the
porter to the Commissinner.

Ttem—Secretary for Railways:

Mr. WILSON: Has the Minister any in-
formation to supply with regard to the case of
Mra. Grover of Bunbury?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Mrs
Grover wins employed as a carctaker at the
Bunbury barracks. She i3 a war widow with
two children and recently, when a reorganisa-
tion was taking place, it was necessary to
find a position for an incapacitated returned
soldier and he was appointed in her place.
I am prepared to discuss this matter with the
Comnmissioner and see whether we can do
something to assist this war widow.

Mr, WILSOX: Tt does seen extraordinary
that a war widow with two chillren should
he removed from a position in order to place a
returned soldier in it. I do not think the
diggers would stand for that. This woman
has a small pension and she is trying to make
a kare living for herself and her children.
She bought a heme in Bunbury on the time-
payment system and at & minute’s notice she
was discharged from her employment., Tf re-
tienchment is necessary, a war widow should
not be singled ont in the first place.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member, inadvertently I think, has not put
the position quite fairly. While it is trua
this woman is a widew with fwo ¢hildren, the
man who replaced her is a partially disabled
returned soldier with a wife and two children
dependent wpon him. He was previonsly em-
ployed at the powellising plant. The ques-
tion is whether a man already employed in the
service

Mr. Willeock: He bad lost his position pre-
viously.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He took
the other job and tried to carry it out, but
hiz health would not permit him to continue.
Therefore, we gave him this position and the
woman was retired. We shall endeavour to
re-engage her or find another position for the
man,

Mr. WILSOXN: The Minister might bave

mentioned that the ineapacitated soldier re-
ceives a pension.
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The Minister for Mines: So does the war
widow.

Mr. WILSON: And so does the man’s
wife and children. The woman is suffering
beeause she has been pnt out of the job.

The Minister for Mines: He would have
been suffering if he had not been given it, se
where is the difference?

Mr. WILSON: He was given the woman's
job. I hope a situation will be found for this
woman,

Mr. MONEY: Ag to excursion fares, trav-
cllers over distances exceeding 250 miles have
been very much favoured. This may be ae-
vidental, and may not be duve to the fact that
the Minister is the member for Albany, On
page 1 of the pamphlet No. 14, Albany ap-
pears at the head of the list.

Hon, I'. Collier: That is its alphabetieal
order.

Mr. MONEY: I would not objeet if the al-
phabetieal order were continued, but the next
place is Denmark, If it is desired to pive
cheap exeursion fares, equal inducements
should be offered to the South-West as to the
Great Southern and similarly east and west
as well as north and south. 1 have not seen
any special provision for travellers from Nar-
rogin to its natural port of Bunbury. 'The
people of Lake Graece and Newdegate require
& holiday equally with those in the metropoli-
tan area, who ar¢ within a stone’s throw of
the sea and merely desire to visit another
portion of the coast, If people can he carried
from Perth to Albany at the single fare plus
one-third, we should be able to carry them
from Perth te Bunbury at the single rate anl
a third.

The Minister for Works: Aml there is
plenty of room in the trains, too.

Mr. MONEY: Yes. There are thousands
of pecple who desire to make an ‘excursion te
the coast, but are nnakle to do so owing to the
present excessive rates. It would be good
service to the people and the railways to
grant an excursion return at the single fare.
Only peaple who are well off are able to go
to Albany. It is the resort of the rieh,

The Minister for Mines: We can hardly
mect the demand on that line.

My, Teesdale: And the department give re-
bates.

Mr, MONEY: Yes, to those who conld
afford to pay full rates, If a rectification is
not promised, I intend to move a motion that
there be no differentiation between the sea-
ports.

Mr. JOHNSTON: A throuph train from
Narrogin to Bunbury is urgently needed dur-
ing the snmmer months. The expense of trav-
elling from Narrogin to Bunhury is accen-
tuated by the faet that the trains stop at
Jollie and it is impossible to continue the
journey on the same might. The service is
very ineonvenient. It is ridieulous that there
should be such delay at Coilie.

Mr. LUTEY: The service on the Brown
Hill loop line is unsatisfactory owing to the
insufficiency of trains. Will the Minister
state whether the motor trains used in the
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country are proving satisfactory and whether
the Government intend to provide one for
the Brown Hill loop line? I understand that
trailers have been deviged, and by means of
these the department’s diffienlties could be
overcome and a half-hourly servica given.
With the coming prosperity of the Golden
Mile, coming in the near future, there will
be an influx of population; and [ hope that
this time the Government will not wait until
the bird has lown. The present train service
hardly admits of improved returns.

Mr. PICKERING: I wish to impress
Bussclton’s cluims in this connection on the
Minister. Busselton is an excellent holiday
resort for families. All our seaside resorts
ghould be placed on am equal basis as regards
this concession.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Aas mem-
ber for Murray-Wellingten I wish to say, on
thiz excursion question, that when I was
Commissioner of Railways, about 20 years
ago I tried an experiment which proved
highly successful. Thaat experiment embraced
Albany, Bunbury, and .Bussclton, but not
Mandurah, beeause there was no railway to
that plaec. It would be an exvellent oppor-
funity to give our people a chance of getting
a cheap holiday if the Railway Department
saw their way to revert to that programme.
At that time we took people from Kalgoorlie
to Albany and back, 1,400 miles, for 50s.
first-class and 40s8. second-clezs; from Yerth
to Albany and back for 30s, first-class and
203, second-class; and the exenrsion fares to
Bunbury were 1ls. first-elass and 7s. 6d.
second-rlass.  Buseelton was on about the
same level as regards fares. The climate of
this country is trying, and people require a
change; and it would pay the State, even at
some financial loss, to aiford its citizens a
chanee of moving temporarily from one part
to another. At the time of that ezperiment
in chenp fares we were discussing the ad-
vigableness of abolishing the daily service to
Albany, which daily service was neccssary in
order to kecep the postal subsidy. Tnstead
of cutting out™ the daily train, I decided to
try the cheap fares, with the result that we
rgrricd about 10,000 passengers to Albany.
However, the residents of the seaside re-
aorts should not take every pemny out of the
peckets of the excursionists, but should pro-
vide cheap board. Then there would be a
tremendous scaside traffie. Tt is not for mie
to dietate to the Commissioner of Railways
hig poliey: but Western Australia will never
be settled until by means of cheap Fares we
induce the people to travel abeuf the country
and see jt. Tf the cheap fares induce only
another hundred mnew settlers, they will he
justified.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I wish to men-
tion that there is another fovm in Weéstém
Australia almost as important as Buabury.
I refer to Fremantle, which hag one of tha
best beaches in Western Australia, espéeiaily
for children. The Minister for Works, m
relating the esperiment bhe made as Com-
missioner of Railways, mentioned every
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‘port except Fremantle. Country people like
to come to the city for a change. Those wht
bave lived for months in the quietness of the
bush want a little excitement, and it is not
a great change for them to go to Bunbury,
Busselton, or Albany; but the city does
represent a great change to them. Therefore
I hope Perth and Fremantle will not be
overlooked in the matter of cheap excursions.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Although I have not
the honour of repregenting a seaport, I still
want to draw the attention of the Minister
for Railways to a curioug amomaly. There
are excursion rates from Perth to Albany,
and these rates are available to a passenger
jeining Saturday’s train up to about Wagin.
The train leaves Katanning at 2.30 or 3
a.m. Sonday, and a passenger booking from
that station is mot regarded by the Railway
Department as entitled to the excursion rate.
That is hardly fair.

The Minisfer for Mines:
refer to i3 the oxpress.

Mr, A, THOMSON: TYes; but atill a
passenger booking at Eatanning on Sunday
morning should be entitled to travel to
Albany at the excursion rate. Large num-
bers of people send their wives and children
to Albany for a holiday, taking a furnished
house or camp for them, and the bushand
likes to spend a week end with his
family. He should be permitted to travel
on that train. The Railway Department
have said that the train is already over-
crowded. However, seeing that it is practi-
€ally all down hill to Albany, it would pay
them to provide aceommodation for a few
more PASSENZETS,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T will sub-
mit the represcentations of hon. members to
the Commissioner of Railways. Of course
I cannot intrude my own ideas in matters
of this sort. If I could, probably I should
provide a cheap excursion train to Bunbury,
with all the tickets numbered, and give to
the holder of the winning ticket a free trip
to Albany, Bunbury and Busselton. T was
deeply touched by the pathetic appeal of
the member for Bunbury, and I was well
nigh heartbroken at the aympathetie sfory
of the Minister for Works concerning the
pitiful position of the women and children
of the metropolitan area with never a tram-
way or railway to convey them to river or
ocean beaches. But we must draw the line
somewhere. To grant an excursion rate from
Wagin to Albany is a ridiculous proposal.
The excursion rates are for those who have
pgreat distances to travel, I do not think
any other community on earth travels about
so freely as do the people of Australia. The
atatement of the Minister for Works that
onr climate is so trying that people have to
move about, must be taken with a little
grain of galt. I know in this State people
80 years of age and upwards who have
never seen the sea coast, have virtually
never been away from their own distriet,
¥et enjoy most excellent health, Admittedly
the climate of Western Australia is one of
the finest in the world. It is true that one

The train yon
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requires to get away occasionally from his
daily routine. It )& pot a question of
persuading people toe go to Bunbury or
Busgelton or Albany; it is rather one of
getting them away from a humdrum life
day in and day out. It matters not at all
which place they may go to, whether Bun-
bury or Busselton or Albany, so long as
they go somewhere. I had not the remotest
idea of the handbill quoted by the member
for Bunbury until the hon, member pro-
duced it.

Houn. P. Collier: It does credit to the
discretion of your Commissioner.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin {Mr, Johnston)
talks of running a through train from
Narrogin to Bunbury. It is in the hon.
member's own keeping. If he can provide
the traffic tor week-cnd excursions, certainly
we will run the trains, but we cannot run
through trains to suit the convemience of
a couple or three persons ready to travel
onee a4 month or once a year. It is en-
tirely a question of what traffic is available.
The one thing I am disappointed about
is that the member for Collie has not seen
the wisdom of drawing attention te Augusta
and, in view of the growing popularity of
that place, venturing the prediction that
cre long it will have driven Bunbury, Bussel-
ton and Albany off the map,

Mr. MONEY: I am not surprised that
the Minister should be prepared to disowu
this handbill. T agree with the l.cader of
the Opposition that it does credit to the
departmental officers and their active con-
sideration for the membher for Albany.

Hon. P. Collier: They are very tactful.

Mr, MONEY: This is a question, rot of
Albany, Bussgeltosn or Bunbury, but ene of
principle, the prineiple that there should he
no differentiation whatever in the granmting
of exeursion fares as between one seaside
place and another., Now that the Minister
is aware of this handbill, doubtless he will
suggest to the Commissioner of Railways
that those seaports should be placed on an
cqual footing. The Minister suggested that
Augusta would drive Bunbury off the map.
Fellowing upon my admiration of the man-
ner in which the Minister introdueced these
Estimates, there has come to me a feeling
of leen dianppointment at the frivolous
manner in which he has dealt with this
question of railway excursions. Degpite all
the talk about our healthy climate, T sayv
again it 33 necessary that women and children
ghould have a change once a year.

Capt. Carter: Why, they come over here
from every State in Australia, and they all
agree that ours iz the best climate in the
Commonwealth!

Mr. MONEY: Given a change of air every
year it is the best clitnate in Australia, but
without that change the health of our women
and children eannot continue.

Mrs, Cowan: I support youm in that.

Mr. MONEY: T hope this handbill will be
rectified and that the minister will inform
bis departmental officers that it is not necea-
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sary to give Albany such prominence on every
kandbill jssmed by the department.

Mr. LUTEY: T regret that the Minister
should have been so carried away by the
enconiums passed upon Bunbury, Buaselton
and Albany a3 to forget to reply to the ques-
tion I brought forward. Despite the great
allurementa of our sea-ports, I still consider
that my electorate is the most important in
Western Australia, I should like from the
Minister a reply to my question regarding
motor coaches for the Brown Hill loop line.

The MINISTER FOR MINE3: I apolo-
gise to the hon. member for having been
carried away by the pathetic appeals of the
member for Bunbury and so overlooked the
motre important point involving the daily
carriage of people to and from their work.
I agree entirely that if we could place a
motor coach on the Brown Hill loop line il
weuld not only give improved facilities for
those using the line, but economically alse
would present advantages. The hon, member
knows that we obtained only three, which are
now on their trial, Tf we eonld transfer onc
of these to the Brown Iill loop line I should
he only too pleased to do so. 1f we cannot
do that we will consider the question of ob-
taining an additional number of petrol-driven
ears when we are guite satisfied with them,
as appears will be the case.

Mr. MARSHALL: T insinuated by inter-
jection that the officer who gave the Minister
the information he offerell to hon. membeis
to-night was an impostor. The statement of
the Minister implied that stock trains tra-
velling Trom Meekatharra te Midland JTwne
tion beat the e¥press traim by half an hons,
He says that these anomalies do not oft-n
occur.  Some time aco [ joined him ard the
Minister for Agriculture at Mullewa station.
There were eight bogie trucks of cattle at-
tached to the train, but owing to the weight
of the train half the stock was left at Mul-
lewa for 12%4 hours, The producers on the
Murchison have had many caunses for com-
plaint. For a departmental officer to say
that a stoek train will travel to Midland
Junection half an hour quicker than the pas-
senper train 38 a lie. The scheduled time
for the express from Meckatharra to Perth
is 34 hours less one minute. The Minister,
however, said that stock traing did the jour-
ney in 33% hours. That is incorrect. The
time occupied is between 54 and 60 hours.
I resent such a statement being made by any
departmental officer, and defy him to prove
its correctness. On one oceasion & mining
plant at Cue was hung up for three weeks
becausc a quantity of cyanide was delayed
by the railways for that period. The man-
ager of the mine telegraphed to an official at
Geraldton to find out where it was, but it
took that official three days to obtain the im-
formation.

The Minister for Alines: The mine must
have had a very short supply on hand.

Mr. MARSHALL: Owing to the action of
the Commonwealth Government and other
exploiters, our mining industry has suf-
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fered greatly in the past and mine
managers do not keep greater stocks than is
necessary in order to prevent over-capitalisa-
tion, They certainly do¢ not expect the Rail-
way Department to hang up supplies for a
period of three weeks, The commereinl com-
munity of Meekatharra have offcred to load
one or two trucks, provided these trucks are
sent through direct, but this request has been
refused by the Railway Department. The
dlepartment say the trucks must break their
journey at Northam before they ecan proceed.
Many large orders are sent down by the pas-
toralists, but the railways frequently deliver
only a portion of these orders, several days
or weeks elapsing hefore the rest of the geods
arrive. It 13 o custom of the pastoralist to
arrange with some teamster to receive the
goods on arrival and cart them out to the
station. It often happens that the pastoral-
ist is notified of the despatch of the goods,
andd arranges with a teamster to meet them.
When the trucks arrive they are often half-
emy ty and only kalf the goods are there.
The teamster has, therefore, to wait until the
department send aleng the balance of the
poods. This means that he has to be paid
by the pastoralist whilst awaiting the plea-
sure of the department. The railway offivials
have at times endeavoured to charge storage
on the section of goods that arrive first.
This matter was brought under the notice of
the Commissioner when he visited the distriet,
so that he cannot say he is not aware of it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
dispnte the statement of the hon. msauber,
bt T dle not think any officer of the depart-
ment would endeavour deliberately to mis-
lead me or the House.

Mr. Marshall: Do you say that stock
trains de the journey more quickly than the
express trains?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
given the information as it was given to me.
Surely no officer of the department would he
so feolish as to willingly mislead han. mem-
bers.  1f we have been misled it muat he dve
to inadvertence,

Mr. Marshall:
stock  trains
trains? °

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
know. The su:ecial stock trains are scheduled
to run through from Meekatharra to Midland
Junetion in the time I have stated.

Mr. Marshall: That is a deliberate lic on
the part of some officer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If it turns
out not to he so, I will exprese my regret to
the hon. member. I wilt ask the Commissioner
again if such is the case. If it is not, I will
make a corrcet statement to the House,

Item.—Chief Mechanical Engineer, £1,000:

Mr. WILLCOCK: For gome 20 years there
has been in the department an officer ealled
an assistant coal inspector. This position has
invariably been given to a man who has had
lomomotive experience, and who knows the
diffcrence between soft and hard coals and the

Ts the scheduled time for
shorter than for passenger



2512

varieties of coals which make for the proper
working of our railways. Several months ago
the man who occupied this position waa trans-
ferred to the ordinary running branch of the
department and applications were called for
the vacancy. The conditions required of ap-
plieants were set forth in the advertisement,
but notwithstanding this a man was appointed
who, I understand, did not possess the neces-
sary qualifications. This has given general
dissatisfaction to those working in this branch
of the service,

Mr. Wilson: Who is het

Mr, WILLCOCK : A man named Morris. 1

believe be has no locomotive rupning ex-’

Jerience,

The Minister for Mines: Where was ho en-
gaged?

My, WILCOCK: In Collie. When the coal
comes out of the pits it is placed on trucks,
and it is the duty of this officer to inapeet it
and pass it or condemn it as his judgment
dictates. This is eausing grave dissatisfac-
tion amongst those who were competent to fill
the position.

The Minister for Mines: S0 grave that 1
have not heard of it.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Minister should
canse an inquiry to be made as to why this
man wag appointed, and seeure a reasonable
explanation. The Commisioner simply stated
that the man had been appointed and there
he must remain. He added, *“As far as 1
know the man may have had some locomotive
experience in France.”' It would have beeun
better had he said nothing,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have not
licard of the case until now. T shall ask the
Cominissioner for an explanation.

Ttem, Ways and Works, Chief Engineer,
£038;

Mr, MUNSIE: What I believe to be an
injusticc has been done to a line repairer
named Holland. This man had been in tho
serviee of the department for u considerable
number of years, and was dismissed for being
physically unfit to carry out his duties. He
endeavoured to appeal againat his dismissal
and the reply received was that he was not
wntitled to appeal, as he had been dismissed
for being physically unfit and there was no
charge against him. He contended that he
wag physically fit. It took two or three
months of negotiating between the Minister,
the Commisaioner and the union before any
satisfaction could be obtained. Eventually, on
the union agreeing to pay the whole<of the
costs if the decision went against them, the
Commissioner agreed to the appointment of
an independent board to inquire into the case,
The board consisted of Mr, McGuigan, an in-
spector representing the Commissioner, and
Mr. J. J. Elliott representing the union. They
conferred at Northam on the 23rd September
and agreed uwpon Mr. R. Johnston, assistant
works manager of the loco, workshops, Mid-
land Junctiom, as chairman. Prior to the
Commissioner agreeing to the appointment
of the board, he hioted through ir. Hussey
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that Holland had never attempted to get &
medical examination. Holland immediately
went to Dr. C. Joyce, Pinjarra, who said he
was fit to carry out his work. The department
were not satisfied and appointed Dr. G. W,
Barker who gave Holland a better certificate
than Dr. Joyee. Dr. Joyce stated—

T hereby certify that I have this day (2nd
September, 1922) examined Mr. John Hol-
land and that he is in good health and
physically fit to perform a fettler’s work.

Dr, Barker's certificate read—

I beg to report that I have this day
(22nd September, 1922) examined Mr, J.
Holland as requested by you, I find from
my cxamination, which shows that his or-
gans incleding heart, lungs and kidnoys
are in good order, that he is in my opinion
physically fit as far as I can see to carry
out the duoties of a repairer in one of the
permancnt way gangs on the railways. Of
course L could not put him through heavy
work, but after doing some rapid exercises,
his heart behaved quite normally and his
bleod pressure is no higher than one would
expect in one of his age and oceupation.
It was suggested to me that he suffered
irom rheumatism, which had ineapaeitated
him, kut at present there are no signs, al-
though he acknowledges that he does get
occastonal attacks of rheumatism, but that
he has not lost any time on this aceount.

The board met at Pinjarra on the 29th and
30th September and 10 witnesses were ecalled,
six by the union and four by the department.
The board- made a unanimous report as fol-
lows:—

The board find that ex-line repairer J.
Holland was wrongfully dismissed from the
service of the Railway Department on the
30/3/22 on the following grounds:—1, In
so muech as the plea of physical unfitness
upon which bis dismissal was founded was
not supported by suificient evidence. 2,
Rule 11 of special instructions, whieh states
a man must be warned by the inspeetor in
writing, way not complied with, 3, The
subsequent medical examination of Holland
Las proved conclusively that he iz physically
fit to carry out the duties of a line repairer.
This board is unanimows in the opinion
that, in coses of the physical fitness of a
man being in question a medical examina-
tion should decide the point, We are also
satisfied that the evidence does not disclose
any sugpestion of any underhand tactics
or the part of the officer concerned.

The department had no alternative to rein-
stating Holland and this they did. He is
working at his old job and giving satisfaction.
Seeing that the department wrongfully dis-
missed him, what right had they to withhold
his money during the period he was off duty?
He was off duty for exactly six months. The
union have done everything possible to get
some satisfaction and have been unsuccessful.

The Minister says it is a matter for
the Commissioner of Railways. Tt was
suggested to the Commissioner that the

same board should inquire as to whether
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Holland was entitled to his pay or not, bat
the Commissioner point blank refused. Tn
the eircumstances, there is no alternative to
bringing the case before Parliament. The
Minister went off pop over the case of the
man entitled to snperannuation, but this
toiler is not entitled to any superannuation.
1 am quite prepared to take up the ease of
such a man as this, in the same way as that
of a man entitled to superanpuation.

The Minister for Mines: Your ease stands
out in beld relief after the other one.

Mr. MUNSIE: [ have here a fairly large
file containing the documentary evidenee
from beginning to end. I think I have read
sufficient to prove that the man has not had
a fair deal. Regulation 11 distinctly lays
down that a man should be cautioned in
writing. This man received no notification
whatever of that kind; the first notification
he reeeived was his notiec of dismissal.
Aguinst that he endeavoured to appeal in
the ordinary way to the board. However,
as his dismissal was on the yground of
physical unfitness, it was ruled that he had
no right of appeal. I have here a copy of a
letter from the Commissioner of Railways
to the secretary of the union inviting him
to come along and wee his, the Commis-
sioner’s file, when, the Commissioner said,
the secretary would take a diffcrent view
of the matter. Howcver, the secretary,
after secing the file, was more convineed
than ever that the man had been wrong-
fully treated. Another deputation waited
upon the Commissioner, and, on conditien
that the union would bear the whole of the
expense of an inquiry, the inguniry was held,
with the result that the man was reinstated,
Btill, this man is unable to obtain a shilling
for the period of his wrongful dismissal,
six months. That period seems a leng one,
hut hardly a day passed during it without
an endeavour on his part to obtain redress.

The Minister for Works : Did he do no
other work during the six months?

Mr, MUNSIE: No outside work that he
was paid for. He has a home of his own,
and probably he did some work on that
during the six months. Moreover, he was
continually in Perth pressing his case.
Sventually be did get his grievance righted,
but at a sacrifice of six months’ pav. I
hope the Minister will go into the matter
with a view to remedying the wrong which
the man has undoubtedly suffered.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I admit
there Js some ground for the attitude
adopted by the hon. member, having regard
to the finding of the board. On the other
hand, I am not so asatisfied as the hon.
member is that Holland, up to the time of
his dismissal, had been rendering that kind
of service which he ought to have rendered
to the department. That was the ground
for dispensing with his services. The board
ounly found that he was not physically unfit.
Unfortunately, many men who are physi-
cally fit to do a day’s work do not do it.

Mr. Munsie : 1f that was so, the man
should have been charged with that.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Those in
contact with him econsidered that ne waus
not rendering full service. The next point
is as to the absence of the written uotifica.
tion warning him that he was not giving
full service. That was u technical blunder
for which the department had to pay by
reinstating the man, The question of pay-
ment for the six months is one that should
veecive earcful consideration. Personally I
do not think the man should receive six
months’ payment. Perhaps a eompromise
could be arranged. If the evidenee is con-
clugive that he was not rendering to the
department the full service for whieh he
waa receiving full payment, then I think
he should lose at any rate something for
having placed the department in such a
position,

Mr. MUNSIE: T am glad the Minister
mentioned those points as to the man’s
eapability and as to whether the man was
earrying out his work properly prior to his
dismissal. If the Minister intends to go
into that matter, T want him to get a copy
of the evidence given before the board of
inquiry, at which there were 10 witnessea,
1 admit that certain reports were received
by the department; I have them here. But
there are reports both ways. T helieve that
the only witness who was asked the direct
question as to Holland ’s work was a easual
ganger in charge of him for some time,
That casual ganger, being asked whether
Holland had done his work well, and whether
he had notieed any man who did not give
general satisfaction, replied that if there was
anyone who had not done his fair share of
the work, it was, in his opinion, the ganger,
and not Helland; that is to say, the ganger
who, according to the file, had made com-
plaints concerning Holland. The evidence
given hefore the board was overwhelmingly
in favour of the view that the man did his
work during the whole of the time prior to
his dismissal. There was a snggestion of
some underhand work, of an endeavonr to pet
Holland out and someone else in; but the
board found there was nothing in that sug-
gestion.

Mr. HUGHES: T would like to ask the
Minister whether it is not possible to erect
at the Wellington-street entrance to the Perth
railway station, in the'same way as at the
Beaufort-street entrance, three dialy showing
the times at which the next trains will leave
for the principal stations, Fremantle and
Midland Junection. Similar dials are installed
at Flinders-street station, Melbourne. Not
much expense would be involved, and the
convenience to the travelling publie, especially
vigitors, would be considerable.

Mr. WILLCOCK: In this branch of the
department considerable retrenchment i3 now
in progress. A reorganisation is proeeeding
in the northern distriet more particularly,
and 2 number of men are going to lose their
employment. The one principle for which
the unions have alwaeys stood in this respect
ia that the last man on shall be the first man
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off. The scheme of retrenchment here in
question, however, results in men of consider-
able experience, and men against whom, so
far as can be ascertained, there has been no
complaint, being put off. Such a system
lends itself to something that has always been
fought against by the men and by the
unions, namely the practice of favouritism.
Serious trouble is likely to result. [ dp not
wigh to make any threat, but there cannot
be any reason why at this stage a principie
which has operated in the department for 20
yeara should be departed from. I know one
man dismissed who has been on the job for
15 or 16 years, giving good and faithful
gervice, It is casy to indulge in retrench-
ment to such an extent that the service he-
comes ungafe. We had an experience of this
in 1911-12, and X hope it will not he re-
peated, for it is a suicidal poliey. At all
events, if there is to be any more retrench-
ment, it shonld not comprise men with years
of good and faithful service. Also we find
that married men with families have been
gent right out into the bush and there given
notice of dismissal, thus being stranded in
remote localities, the department refusing to
take them and their families back to the centre
whence they came. If the retrenchment were by
way of punishment for offences there might
he some justification for this policy, but in
any other ecirenmstances it is quite unwar-
ranted. A man retrenched under a reorginis-
ation scheme should he carried free to the
neareat place where he is likely to get em-
ployment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tace scheme
of retrenchment is guided largely by an
understanding arrived at between the organi-
sationa affected and the Commissioner,

Mr., Willeock: But that is not being
strictly cbserved.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ think
it is. The unions concerned do nof allow
variations to be made in such understandings
without coming to my doorstep. There may
have been some mistake in the information
supplied to the hon. member, for I canvot
believe that there has beem any important
variation in the understanding arrived at.

Mr. Willcock: They say they are weeding
out the inefficient.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well what
would you have? WWhy should we maintain
the dronea who have joined the serviee merely
with a view to hanging on for an old age
pension, particularly when we have many
young promising fellows fellows for whom
adult employment cannot be found? T do
not helieve that most of our railways staff
busy themselves going about trying to do
somebody ar injury. It is nonsense to sug-
gest that the Commissioner and his officers
arc anxious to injure those under their control.
When it is necessary to reduce our staff we
enght to place reliance on those whom we
pay to carry respoasibility. If good men
nf faithful service are retrenched it will not
need ventilation in Parliament, for the
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unions will soon be or my doorstep. How-
ever, J will have the matter looked into.
Mr. Willcock: What about the refusal to
carry retrenched men back whence they came?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
pledge myself on that. The Government do
not exist for the purpose of extending privi-
leges paid for by the general eommunity to
men in the railway service while such privi-
leges are denied to others employed outside
that service,
Mr. Willeoek:
into the bush,
The MINTSTER FOR MINES: If a man
wants to work in a mine at Meekatharra he
has to get himself there, and if the mine stops
work nobody attempts to send him back
whence he eame. There are on the Murchison

But you send a man out

“and in other back blocks men who are car-

rying their swags, They do not ask the
Government for a free pass over the railways.

Mr. Chesson: You run them in if they
jump the rattler.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: As a
matter of fact we often shut one cyc to the
jumping of the rattler. Men in the railway
service are treated very well. There iz no
outside employment which can eompare with
it. It will require careful consideration be-
fore 1 urge the Commissioner to grant any
further privileges.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Tramways, £208,000-

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt is only fair that we
should have some indieation as to the future
policy of tle Government in running the tram-
way system,

The Minister for Mines: Well here it is:
Due regard to the taxpayers’ interests and to
the general convenicnee of the travelling
publie.

Mr., LAMBERT: That light and airy way
of dismissing an important departure from
established policy will not satisfy hon. mem-
bers,

Capt, Carter: That is one of the Minister’s
epigrams.

Mr. LAMBERT: Some months ago a Royal
¢‘ommigsion was apnointed te invuire into an?
inake recommendations egneerning tramway
extensions. T have never heard whether these
recommendations have been considered or any
decision has been arrived at.

The Minister for Mines: There is nothing
in the report dealing with the operations of
tramways already construeted.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: This con be dealt
with under the Loan Estimates.

My, LAMBERT: The Ministor might have
given some indication as to whether the Gov-
ornnrent intended to continue managinz and
eontrolling the tramway system under the
Railway Devartment, ¢r whether they in-
tended to create 2 separate Lody to control
the trams in the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. . Angwin: There is nothing in
the report dealing with that.

Mr, LAMBERT: If the Government have
decided how the tramway svstem shall ‘e con-
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trolled the DMMinister should make an
announc¢ement on the subject. The Minister
kas spoken in a general way regarding the
railway system, but so far he bas said
ntothing about the tramway system,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
discusgsed the matter, but have not come to
any definite eoncluosion on the question of the
future control of the tramway system and
other egsential parochial activities of the Gov-
ernment. So long as there is a definite and
sufficient public control of our utilities,
such as there is in the ease of our
tramway system, and & system tbat will
protect all interests concermed, there is
no difference between such control and
that of Government control. I am not very
keen, as a trustee of the public interests
in this matter, about handing over with-
out question and without ecareful considera-
tion our very payable tramway system. It is
uwot a burden upon the community, but is
adding, if slightly, to our revenue. There are
other questions which must be considered.
The City is divided into 2 number of loecal
authorities having varying interesta. It would
be a simple matter to have such a state of
conflict between them as wonlid not be in the
interests of the tramway system of the State.
I am not one who believes we ought to hand
over to loeal boards our paying propositions
while retaining those which are losing pro-
positions. This would be asking the general
community to ecarry the parochial utilities
which are losing money while the general
coumunity unloads those utilities which are
paying their way. We eannot hand over that
whiceh is profitable while retaining that which
is unprofitable.  In any event our utilities
could not be handed over in a piecemeal
fashion. Furthermore, Parliamentary sanc-
tion would be required before anything like
this could be done with our tramway system.

Capt. CARTER: Does not the Minister
think the time is ripe, in view of the finaneial
position of the Tramway Department, for
effecting an alteration in  the fares
charged to the travelling pmblic? A few
nienths ago the Minister made forcible refer-
ences to the faet that the Perth tramway svs-
tom was essentially a charge upon the peo-
ple of Perth. He made it clear that the peo-
ple were enjoying and paying for the bene-
fits they received, If the people are paving
to such an extent as to create a surplng of re-
venue over expenditure they should reeeive
the benefit of the difference between the ex-
penditure and the revenue.

Hon. W. €. Angwin:
divide up £3,000¢

Capt. CARTER: Most members will agree
that whilst there ought fo be no loss
made by the department, a reduction in fares
would probably lead to a further profit. Many
people have said the same thing, A redue-
tion in fares would in al? probability lead to
a considerahle increase in revenne. Maoare con-
rideration shonld be given to the travelling
public on Sundays and holidays. T admit that
the halance in favour of the tramwaxs is not
~et 2 great one.

How would you
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Mr. Hughes: Therc is also a reduction of
6d. a day in the wages. That, too, will make
a difference in the earmings of the depart-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ques-
tion of tramway fares will be adjusted fromn
time to time. Just as we had to adjust them
when there was a loss, so shall we have to ad-
just them when the profit warrants it, We
eannot call a profit of £1,600 in five monthy
operations, a sufe enough margin to enable us
to revise our fares, When the time comes
for a revision in that dircetion consideration
will be given to it.

Mr. Hoghes: How much a month will you

uve by the reduction in wages?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
telt the hon. member.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Can the Minister give
us any information in regard to the wonder-
ful invention relating to the numbers on
the trams, and regarding the restoration of
the destination boards. The present system
is irritating, and a stupid and idiotic one.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 regret
that the Leader of the Opposition should re-
fer to the action of the manager of the tram-
wiys in removing the destination signs frem
the trams asg idiotie, This was doue when the
trams were losing heavily, Tt was costing
£300 a vear for the material to maintain these
sign¥, The publie would not take the trouble
to keep a destination card in their pockets.
It was desired to reduce the cost of operat-
ing the trama. In order to maintain these
destination signs it was necessary to obtain
guantities of canvas,

Hon. P. Collicr: Yon lnst more than £500
a year in the delays that oeeurred through
conductors advising people to get on or off
the trams.

The MINISTER FOR MINES. Not at
all. Tt has been definitely decided that the
destinations shall he shown on the ears. We
cannot use a definite number of trams on de-
finite routes as ean be done in some of the
other States. It is not desirable that we
should do #n. Our traffic varies so much that
we must make our trams available at different
times and along different routes, and change
them over to other rantes when reauired. Our
trams must, therefore, carry movable destina-
tion signs. We bave introduced a echeaper
svstem than the ol one, and have accepted
tenders far the supply of the neeessary ma-
terial. As that ecomes forward, we shall pro-
wide the ears with destination signs as before,

Vote put and passed.

Vate, State Batteries, £63,994;

Mr. LUTEY: I congratulate the depnrt-
ment vpon the erectinn of a State hattery
at 8t, Ives. This field should prove of great
benefit to the State. The department has
had bad luck over this battery, particularly
in regpect to water supplies. It was thought
that sufficient water would be obtained
from the shaft that was sunk under the
lake, but there is so great a draw upon the
supply that the batferv has not sufficient
for its own purposes, T hepe the Govern-
ment will either drive further and widen

I cannot
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the crosscut in order to increase the storage
accommodation, or will find other means of
ensuring adequate supplies of water, With
regard to the Victory end of the }ake T have
gone further into the matter, and have
ascertained that during one of the heaviest
thunderstorms that ever visited the dis-
triect the water, owing to defective drain-
nge, did not run into the dam.

The Minister for Worka: Have I not ex-
plained that before?

Mr. LUTEY: The Minister said T was
mistaken in what I have said, but I find
1 was not mistaken. The department sent
up plans for the making of drains so that
the water counld run into the dam. It was
evident that it was left in a bad state, for
the engineers asked the residents to form
a busy bee and earry out the plan,

The Minister for Works: The rain just
missed that particelar dam. That is what
I was informed,

Mr. LUTEY: Two of the most reliable men
in the country, Tommy and Jimmy Nicholls,
have teld me that they were nearly up to
their knees in water during that thunder-
gtorm trying to turn the flow into the dam.
The Minister remarked the other day that
I was wrong., The fact remains that after
the heaviest thunderstorm experienced there
for a long time, the water @id not run into
the dam. Proof of that is to be found in
the department’s communication to the
people. Plans were sent up for further
drains, fogether wth a request for the
organisation of a busy bee to carry ont the
work. My impression is that the officers
of the departinent must be misleading the
Minister when they say the dam was left
in a condition to catch the water,

’'he Minister for Worksa: They would be
very foolish {o do that. If what you say is
correct, and it is not in aceordance with
what they say, they will hear about it.

Mr. LUTEY: T ecannot understand why
they should have sent up plans and asked
for a busy bee to construct the new drains.
I feel sure the Minister has been mis-
informed as to the true state of affairs, but
I am satisfied he will see that the defect is
remedied. A dam full of water in that
distriet is very wvaluahle indeed.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I will
look inte this matter to-merrow and asecer-
1ain whether the information given to me
18 rorrect, The statement made to me was
that the Vietory dam is nine miles from
8t Iwves. When the storm oceurred the
water took a defined course and missed the
Vietory dam.

Mr. Lutey: You are misinfermed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am in-
formed that a year or two ago the reverse
was the case. A drain was built whieh
partially filled the Vietory dam and left the
other dams emptyv. The statement is either
true or untrue. There must be some ex-
planation and that explanation T shall
obtain. If the officers have wilfully misled
me, I shall take good care to see that the
Pablic Service Commissioner deals with
them. I shall not tolerate coming here to
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answet a legitimate inquiry and being giver
information which is false. If the informa
tion is false, the officers will pay for it, bw
before admitting that it is false, I mus
inquire into it.

Mr. MARSHALL : The department i
fortunate in having Mr, Howe in charge oi
the State batteries. In fact, the stal
throughout is competent and the administra
tion is practically faultless. To the efforts o
the staff is due to the amallloss on the batterie
this year. Considering the amount of golé
produced through the instrumentality of the
State hatteries, the loss of less than £6,00(
ix small. I understand the Alinister does
not propose to alter the policy of the last
few vears in regard to the leasing of State
batteries. He has also declared that he
will not shift a battery from one field tc
another. T uwnderstand he etill holds those
views, which T consider agree with the
views of members representing goldmining
districts.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Cave House, including caves of the
South-West, ete,, £12,609:

The (OLONIAL SECRETARY: The ex
rrenditure for 1922-23 is down as £172 less
than the aectual expenditure for last year.
During the past year approximately 5,000
peode were accommodated at the Cave
House, Recently the place has been
renovated internally and externally.

Alr. Lutev: It was needed,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, and
the improvement is marked. The institution
is now under new management.  Mr, and
Mrs. Alexander, formervly of the Bruce Rock
hotel, are now in charge, and without cast.
ing any reflection on previons managers,
who were undoubtedly very good, I must
say that the present manager and manager
css are doing remarkably good work, The
general arrangements are beyond ecriticism,
anml good reports are coming to hand regard-
Sng the conduct of the Cave House. We
have in view the provision of additional
accommodation—a dining room and hed-
ToOmS.

Ion. W. C. Angwin: That has been in
view for two years.

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: T belieye
the work will now he done. Plans have
been prepared, and an amount of £12,200
will, T believe, be provided for thig
purpose, In order to erncourage visiting
motorista, a small amount has Dbeen provided
for giving another access to the ocean.
This should bhave a very good -effect.
Last year was the first oceasion when the
operations of the Cave House vovered
both interest aud depreciation. For the
previous two years the profits met the full
interest charges, but were not sufficient
to cover depreciation. This year not only
have interest and depreciation been met, but
there yemains a surplus profit of £746. With
the added accommodation, the caves are com-
ing intn their own, and the Cave House will
receive the patronage it undoubtedly deservea.
Tf T may be permitted to refer to an assoe-
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iated department, 1 would say that the Tourist
Bureau i3 doing splendid work in popularis-
ing the Caves House. I hope that work will
continue, and I trust that the people of West-
ern Australia will obey the maxim to ‘‘Sec
Western Australia first.’’

Mr. PICKERING: The long promised ad-
ditions to the Cave House are very necessary.
We have frequently beer told that plans and
estimates have been prepared, and 1 am glad
that the Minister to-night is able to give
the Committes the definite assurance that the
work is about to be undertaken., The climate of
Yaollingup where the Cave House is sitvated,
is not only a splendid summer climate, but is
cquable at 2ll seasous of the year; and any
advertising of the Cave House should be made
more general in its application, so that, in-
stead of having a crush at one season, the
establishment should have continual patron-
age. That would make the conduct of the
Cave House much easier. I join with the Min-
ister in congratulating the management upon
the various officers who have had charge of
the establishment. I do net think it is neces-
sary to make any comparisons in that re-
spect. During the summer season undoubtedly
there is a great demand on the accommodation
of the Cave House, as was made evident to a
recent Ministerial party which visited the
establishment. Additional dining and bed-
room accommodation is badly aneeded.

Capt. CARTER: There is a point which I
have promised several citizens to bring before
the House, and that is in regard to the in.
adequate accommodation provided for the sale
of many nccessary commodities to the people
staying at the Cave House. I have never
looked upon that establishment as an hotel;
it i3 more a house of accommedation. When
T was therc at the end of November and the
beginning of December last, it was impossible
for a lady to purchase a hottle of sweets,
or a man to purchase tobaceo, unless the
services of the manager were first procured
to open the bar. This was highiy inconven-
ient to the manager himself., At the time
the house was heing renovated, and he was
very busy. Yet he was being continually
calted upon to go to the bar to sell a bottle
of sweets or something of the sort, Ay sug-
gestion to the Minister is that in some part
of the splendidly spacious grounds available
a gmall kiosk or store should be erected, and
adequately stoeked with sweetmeats and other
things whieh people require when on holiday.

Alr. A, Thomson: And fruit.

Capt. CARTER: I am glad to be reminded
of that. Strange to say, it was impossible
to purchase fruit at the Cave House. There
arc many people who are charmed with the
other aspects of the Cave House, but are as-
tonished at the lack of husiness methods,

Mr, PICKERING: T had previonsly brought
to the Minister’s notice the necessity men-
tioned by the member for Leederville, but I
did so under the guise of asking the Minister
to grant a concession to applicants for a lease
of o portion of the very large area of ground

2517

surrounding the Cave House, so that they
might erect a store. I am opposed to the
extension of the business operations of the
Cave House. In my opinion, it would be bet-
ter if the Minister granted a lease to anyone
prepared to put up business premises which
would cater in the directions indicated by the
member for Leederville. The Minigter was
unable to see his way to grant the concession,
saying that the Cave House already made the
provigion required.” A suggestion has aiso been
brought under my notice that Colonial whisky
should be stocked at the Cave House. Ool-
onjal whisky is cheaper than imported, and
if people want it, it should be available for
them, It should be sold as Colonial whisky,
and uot as any other brand. I hope the Min-
ister will accept the suggestions which I have
made.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I assure
the member for Leederville that the matter
of the supply of sweets and fishing-reds and
all those other holiday neecessitics is being
congidered, and it is hoped that in a short
time these will be provided. We have had
applieations for permission to erect a small
kiosk store in that locality; but to permit
that would be to eneonrage outside competi-
tion in an enterprise which the Cave House ¢can
logitimately manage itself. I hope the time
is not far distant when the Cave House will
supply the commodities referred to.

Mr. Mann: What about the whisky there?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is a
very good brand. There have never been any
complaints.

Mr. Mann;
whisky?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is a
Llend of Scotch and Australian whiskies.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Minister for Lands (Hon.
Sir James Mitchell, Minister).

Vote—TYandanooka Estate,
to.

Sale of Government Froperty Trust Ae
count, £111,776:

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: There
are in the vote one or two errors which 1
should like to eorrect. For instance on page
122 in item ‘‘roads and bridges throughout
the State’’ T wish to insert ‘‘and drainage.”’
T move an amendment—

That after ‘‘bridges’’ the words ‘‘and
drainage’’ be inserted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T advise the Min-
ister not to persist in the amendment if he
ean possibly do without it, hecause it will
mean the reprinting of the Estimates. The
Minister mnst have a fair copy te place be-
fore the House.

The Minister for Works: That ia news to
me. However, I will make inquiries,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Once before we
amended the Estimates, and had to have
the whole lot reprinted. Every member must
have a fair copy of the Estimates as passed.

Are yon blending Australian

£120—agreed
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The CHATRMAN : An amendment has
already been made on page 63, the amending
of a clerical error.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The original
draft, contained the words I desire to insert, but
somehow they were dropped. Unleas the words
are inserted it will be impossible to use any of
this money for drainage purposes, and I pro-
pose to use quite a lot of it in that way. 1
shall require another amendment to be made
in Item 22, The amount there shown is
£10,400, whereas it should be £9,400. Unless
that amendment be made, the total of £107,000
will not be correct.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T should like some
explanation why the BMinister wishes to alter
the charncter of this vote. In the past it has
been used for roads end bridges in country
districts. Whet is the class of drainage to be
undertaken ¥ Is it to be drainage connected
with these roads and bridges, or does the
Minister intend t0 carry out special drainage
works away from the roads ? If so, there will
neot be much money left for roads and bridges.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt is im-
possible to give a list of the drainage works to
be carried out. Frequently ome is asked for
money for drainage, and unless one has a vote
for the purpose there is no money available.
If the Committee desires that the amendment
should not be made T have no objection, but they
must net blame me if, later, it be found impozaible
to carry out the work.

Amendment put and passed.

Item—School buildings and quarters, in-
cluding additions and renovations, £30,200:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. McCallum) hos had to
leave to catch his train.  Tn his behalf T should
like to know from the Minister what schools it
is intended shall come under this item. At
White Gum Valley there is & school building
which is nothing short of & disgrace. An en-
tirely new building is required. The school
is worse than the rough buildings that are pro.
vided on the group settlements, It is not fit for
a achool. 1 should like to know i the White
Gum Valley school alterations are included in
this vote.

The MINISTER FOR. WORKS: What with
the uncompleted items from last finaneial year,
and the demands which have been made upen
us by the Education Department we have prac.
tically exhausted the funds provided for this
financial year. All the money has not heen
spent, but has been allotted. T have a list of
school requirements here. Included in it ia
the Fremantle Technical School, fittings, shops,
structural alterations, cte. This work is now in
hand. Certain work at the Training College
is also provided, and there are additions to the
Greenmount school set down here. The mem.
ber for South Fremantle is anxious about the
Hamilton Hill school additions. Instructions
were given for tenders to be called for this work,
and it was found that we had overrun the con
stable. We therefore submitted the position
to the Education Department and aaked them
to supply a list of the works which could be
postponed. The Hamilton Hill school was one
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of those that were deleted from the list, 1
wrote to the Miniater for Education this moming
drawing his attention to this school, and asking
if he could secure funds from any source so that
we could go on with the work. I know that it
is a very necessary work, and I should like to be
able to carry it out. I eee no mentjon on the
list of the White Gum Valley school, where
additions are also required. I will make in-
quiriea into the matter and let the member for
North-Fast Fremantle know to-morrow how
the position stands.

Mr. A, Thomson: Is there any provision for
an additional school room at Katanning ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not on
this list. Provision is made for additions to the
Meekatharra school at a cost of £400. I cannot
say whather this work can be carried out this
year or not. If the money is available it can be
put in hand. The demands made by the Educa-
tion Department for schools and quarters are
ineroasing every year. In the Public Works
Department wo have a list of schools and other
requirements of the Education Department, all
of which I understand are legitimate, and which
will completely exhaust the sum eet down in
the Estimates. The demand for schools is grow-
ing apace.

Mr, Marahall: That is a good sign.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
build schools without money. Members talk
about gquaring the ledger and cutting down
expenditure, but I fail to see how we can do
that when wé have these persistent requests for
achools,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It does not affect the
revenue.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can only
build schools when I have the money for the
purpose.

Item : Claremont Old Men's Home, Reno-
vations, etc., £600 :

Mr. MARSHALL : I regret that provision is
not made for additions to this home. It is in-
tolerable that these old men should be obliged
to put up with what they call their little Monte
Carlo. This is s dilapidated, unbecoming and
filthy building and does not stand to the credit
of the Government.

The Colonial Secretary: [ Has anyone com-
plained about it ?

Mr. MARSHALL: I had occasion to inter-
view the late Colonial Secretery on the matter,
but I have no desire to go into the question of
complaints now.

The Colonial Secretary: Can we rectify the
troubla ? Shall we have a look at the building ¢

Mr. MARSHALL: All the information that
can be procured concerning it is in the hands of
the visiting board.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall in.
quire into the matter. Portion of the amount
provided iz for water supply. The bore has
failed again and I have had to get funda to lay
o bigger pipe.

Item—Hospital buildings generslly, including
additions and renovations, £5,000:

Mr. LUTEY: This item is £577 less than the

oxpenditure last year. I do not know whether
the Kalgoorlie hospital is included, but it i time
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that building was renovated and painted, par-
ticularly the older portion. An earlier item
provides £800 for bhot water service reinstate.
ment, '

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The £800
for the hot water eervice is the result of a de-
cision not to allow important thinge of this kind
to be tinkered with by men with the best of
intentions but without experience. We have
placed these services under the control of Mr.
Shaw, manager of the State Implement Works,
and we shall have at Kalgoorlie and also at
Claremont, systcms which ehould give satis-
faction and have long life. The history of hot
water serviceg during the last 20 years does not
make nice reading. I have every confidence
that we shall obtain better results in future. As
to renovations for the Kalgoorlie hoapital, I shell
make inquiries, If I could get £150,000 to-
morrow, it would not be too much to enable me
10 deal with public buildings which need renova-
tion and attention. They have been left without
painting year after year, and their condition is
not too good.

Item—Wooroloo Sanatorium, new hall, £1,400 :

Mr, CHESSON: What progross has been
made with the erection of the new hail ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The contract
is let and the work is well under way.

Item—Police stations and quarters, includin
additions and renovations generally, £14.000:

Mr. PICKERING: I must direct the atten.
tion of the Minister to the state of police quar.
ters, particularly at Donnybrook. On my
latest visit I was informed that for two years
requests had been made to have the roof at-
tended to, but nothing had been done. Urgent
repairs of this description should receive atten-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Donny-
brook quarters are not likely to escape attention,
The Coramissioner of Police is constantly bring-
ing under notice of the Minister conirolling that
department and of myself various things required
at police stations, This item provides £14,000
for stations and quarters including those st
Bunbury, Esperance, Harvey, Xulin, Meecka.
tharra, Mullewa, Nannup, Nungarin and Won.
gan Hills. I have to-day authorigsed the ex-
penditure of £7,000 for four sets of police stations
and quarters which are needed. I shall make
inquiries regarding Donnybrook and advise the
hon. member.

Item—Rearrangement of Government offices
including extensive alterations and additions,
£500 :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I should like an ex-
planation of the extensive alterations which the
Minister contemplates making at a cost of £500.

Hon. P. Collier : Prices must be coming down.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
tell the hon. member where the money is to be
spent. During the lnst few years there has been
a considerable rearrangement of different offices.
I expect this is a pious provision towards what
might be required in future.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : The works might become
extensive later on.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Probably so,
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Item—Bewerage connections to public build-
ings, Perth and Fremantle, £10,400 :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I desire that
the amount *“£10,400” be struck out and
' £9,400" ineerted in lien. It is a clerical error
and must be corrected; otherwise the totals
will be wrong.

The CHAIRMAN: Members may regard it
a8 8 clerical error and alter their copies of the
Estimates,

Mr. PICKERING: Does this item include
sewerage for the Public Works and other build-
ings ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The prin.
cipal item is £3,500 for drainage at the Fremantle
Gaol, and various sewerage connections for the
goal which will cost £2,700. This work is es-
sential in the interests of health. There are also
new latrines for the Public Works Department.
The old ones, which have stood for many years,
have been done away with as they were not
healthy. The balance is for the purpose of
connecting up other Government buildings in
Perth and Fremantle with the sewerage system,

Mr. LUTEY: There is an item for flags,-
vregarding which I desire information.

The CHAIRMAN : There i3 no amount against
that item,

Mr. LUTEY : From whom were the flags
purchased * Did eomebody make use of them
and then put the expense on the Government ?

The CHATRMAN : That-is an item of last year,
and cannot now be discussed.

Item—Junction (Gascoyne) police station,
water supply, £500 :

Hon. P. COLLIER : This seems & large item
for supplying water to & police station.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Unfortunate-
ly, the North-West Department bhave not fur.
pished the Public Works Department with par-
ticulars,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If the police station is
at Carnarvon, there ie & water supply there.

The CHATRMAN : It is 132 miles away from
Carnarvon, and & mile of piping is required.

Item—Purchase of Motor Car for Agent
General, £800:

Hon, P. COLLIER : Without questioning the
need for & motor car in connection with the
London Agency, I de think it is peculiar to
purchase a motor car out of loan funds, for that
is what this amounts to, the Sale of Govermnent
Property Trust Account representing property
originally purchssed from loan funds. The
money ahould surely come from revenue.

The Premier: The sale of old motor cars
covers this amount.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would take a good
many old motors to realise £800.

The PREMIER: I entirely agree with the
hon, member's financial contention. However,
in this case the London Agency sold {wo motor
cors, one for £600 and the other for £200. Thus
the sale of the old ¢cars covers the cost of the new
one,

Hon. P. Collier:
second-hand car?

The PREMIER : Yes. It wasa good fouring
cor, snd was formerly used ip connection with
immigration, which matter was taken over by

Six hupdred pounds for a
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the Federal Government, o that this car was no
longer needed.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions passed in Committee of Supply
granting supplies not exceeding £4,905.883 were
formally reported.

BILLS (2) RETURNED.
1, Agricultural Landa Purchase Amendment

2, Busselton-Margaret River Railway Devi
ation.
Without amendment,

House adjourned at 11:-28 p.m.

TNealstative Council,

Thursday, 11th January, 1928.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.m,, and read prayers.

BILL—XNORTHAMPTON RESERVES.
Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—KOJONUP AGRICULTURAL AND
HORTTCULTURAL SOCIETY’S LAND.

Second reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatech—East) [4.36] in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill similar to
several others which have been presented dur-
ing recent sessions enabling local agricultural
societies to substitute for an unsuitable piece
of land a suitable piece of land. For some
time past the Kojonup Agricultural snd Hor-
ticultural Society has held the Crown grant
of Eojonup lot 20, shown in green on the at-

[COUNCIL.]

tached plan, for the pmrepose of an agricul-
tural hall site. They also held vesting orders
under  Seetion 42 of lucations 19 ond
2] for the purpose of a show ground.
These blocks were considered too small for
the purpose, and the soeiety aequired other
tand from the Crown. Under the impression
that they held the title for the three blocks,
they sold them to the Kojonup hospital com-
mittee for £200. The hospital committee pur-
cliased the land for the purpose of ereeting
o hospital, but decided that they only re-
quired lot 19 for that purpose. They in turn
sold lots 20 and 21 for £400, which money
has been paid to the National Bank, Ko-
Jjonup, in cserow. The Kojonup Ledge of
Freemasons, who purchased lot 20, again sold
same to Mrs. Margaret Norrish for £250,
which amount is alse held in cserow, The hos-
pital committee have retained lot 1% on which
they have let a contract for the building of a
hospital. Since thesc transactions became
known to the department the Crown grants
of lots 19 and 21, with the approval of the
Exeeutive Couneil, have been issued to the
Kojonup Agrlcu]tural and Horticultural So-
ciety, o they nre mow the proprlctors in fee
gimple of lots 19, 20 and 21; and in order
to validate all the foregoing ‘transactions it
will be necessary for a Bill to be paassed hyv
Parliament granting the trustees of the said
gociety power to sell and tramsfer such land
freed and discharged from any trust, and for
that purpose the Bill is submitted. The Bill
provides that the proceeds of the above sale
shall be applied towards the improvement of
the new site. This site has been approved by
the members, vested in the society under Sec-
tion 42 of the Land Act, and has been im-
proved and is being vtilised as a show ground.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. J. DUFFELL {Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [4.39]: This form of legislation is be-
coming gsomewhat monotonous. There seems
to be a hoom in these exchanges. Seeing that
legislators are liheral in this regard, a gen-
cral rugh has set in, Only yesterday we had a
similar measure in connection with a bloek of
land at Northampton. To-day we are asked
to repeat the dose for Kojonup. It is about
time the attention of the Government was
drawn to the fact that we are getting tired of
this sort of legislation. It is abomt time a
stop was put to this sort of legislation. How-
ever, I do not see that we ean very well re-
fuse to pass thisg Bill. We are likely to have
cvery centre throughout the State taking ad-
vanhage of altered conditions and using them
to its partieular advantage and perhaps to
the disadvantage of other people.

The Minister for Edueation:
Fyou say that?

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I am not au fait with
the conditions as regards the blocks. How-
ever, these changes are following on, and ap-
pear likely to follow on. We may be bhenefit-
ing one setl of individuals to the detriment of
others.

What makes



